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SQ 1 
REVEREND AND 


worthily honoured Father in 
God, | o u N by Dinine Pro- 


uidence,L.Biſhop of LoxDdoON, 


Grace and Peace be multiplied with 


all the complements of true 
Eſſential Happineſſe. 


He Author of this 
| Heauenly Sermon, 
| (RightReuerend and 


| 


| moſt worthy Mvrce- 


| wltly compare to 
ll John the Baptiſt, of 
"whom leſus giveth 
this commendation,that hee was a burning 
aud a ſhining light, Joby 5.35. forhee was a 
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bn indeede;a faithfull diſpenſer of the my- 
ſteries of God; in whom the grace of God 
was exceedingly reſplendent, who burned 
with zeale & loue towards Gods Vineyard ; 
and was while he lived, ſuch a ſhining light 
in the houſe of Godin reſpe& of his know- 
ledge, learning, piety and godlineſle,that he 
wasreucrenced ofall good men, admired of 
ſuch as excellin iudicious learning;yea,all me 
of what ſort or condition ſo ne. "3 knew 
him,did worthily aftorde him the teſtimony | 
of a wilde and louing ſpirit. Oh,what admi- 
rable height of knowledge, and depth of 
iudgement dwelled within the lowly minde 
of this true humble man, great inall mens 
eyesCcxcept his owne! with what graulty, & 
maieſty of ſpeech did his tongue vtter hea- 
uenly myſteries, which many a Chriſtian | 
care hath heard, with vnſpeakable ioy and 
comfort! Oh,howdid he empty himſelfeto 

fill others! how did hce waſte and conſume 

himſelfe, to inlighten that locke which was 

| committed to his charge! yea, as itis the na» 

ture of true goodnes to communicate it ſelfe 

to others;lo was it this good mans cndeuor , 
| that 


 ' 6640 AL, wii. . < 
_— —_— EE. 


w_ 


ts, , , _————_—woddatte cuter”, 


— 


thatas he was Lux ilkminata, inlightned him- 
ſelfe with knowledge and gracefrom aboue, 
ſo he might be Lax illuminans,the inſtrument 
and ſeruant of Godto inlighten others inthe 
wayes oftheir peace, tothe glory of his Ma- 
ſter Chriſt,and the ſoules health of the lambs 
of his little locke.For mine owne partI pro- 
teſleit freely, that as I was to him vader God 
moſt of al indebted for my liuelihood in this 
world: ſo tor matter of learning & light of 
knowledge (if1 haueany) it was eſpecially 
drawn from his fountain,&deriued from the 
ſplendor of his goodnes; yea,whilel lined as 
it wereynder his roofe(being his Miniſter tor 
the ſpace of fiue yearcs)what gaineI got by 
attending his yoyce, how muchl haue profi- 
ted by penning and obſeruing his precious 
meditations,and what a bleſ$ing 1 haue rea- 
from the harueſt of his honeſt, religious, 
and ynblameable conuerſation ; thoſe which 
knew mee before,and haue been acquainted 
with me ſince,can truly teſtifie to Gods glo- 
|ry,thatme mibimeliorem reddidit;,quam accepit. 
Wheretore now to ſhew my thank tulnes 
in part,and the reuerend reſpect I deſeruedly | 
0 3 bore 
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l ore him,lI haue vndertaken(chough VNWoOr- 
thy ofall others) to publiſh ſuch of his lear- 
ned labours as he lettbehind him:and which 
I am ſurehe rather penned for bis owne pris | 
uate vſe,then with ay purpoſe to haue them 
printed eyther betore or atter his death: for 
though by all poſsible means this blefled ma 
was cuer ready to manifeſt his good will to 
the benefite ofthe Church, and behoofe of 
poſterity ; yet was hee ſo lowly in his owne 
eye5,lo caſt downe in his owne conceite, and 
his labours of ſuch little eſteemein his own 
ſight,thathe held nothing he did,worthy of 
the worlds view, though his paines were ne- 
uer ſogreatinthe compoling thereof; yea. 
this of mine owne knowledge [dare affirme, 
that ſuch was his humility and modeſty in 
that kind,that when he had taken extraordi- 
nary paines, together with a moſt wdicious. 
and complete Diuinein our Church, about 
the compiling of a learned and profitable 
worke now extant,yetwould heenot be mo- 
ucd to put his hand to it, though hee had a 
ſpeciall hand init,andtherfareit fell out,thar 
tulitalter honores. 9% 9:14} 
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Cohcerning this particular Sermon, which 
is his fathers poſtbxmus,and preſents it ſelfe in 
thefirſt place to the world before thereſt, 
which by Gods grace ſhall follow after, 
(though of itſelteit deſerues allowance, and 
binds dependency vntoit)yet aml bolde to 
recommend the proteCtion thereofto your 
Lordſhippe,and to intitle it to your Honours 
name ypon ducdeliberation, and diuers iuſt 
cauſes;as firſt, inregard of the ynthankefulnes 
of this inconſiderate age of ours, which is 
more willing to entertaine euery idle Pam- 
phlet and vaine toy thattond inuention can 
excogitate, then to embrace ſuch laudable 
| enterpriſeswhich further the Kingdome of 
| God,or perſwade the truth of religio among 

the ſonnes of men; amongſt which vngrate- 
| 


full monſters,ſome are ſuch Atheiits and 9o- 
pen enemies of Gods truth, thatthey bark at 
them, ſicut (erberus inStygio; ſomeare ſuch A- 
thenians,afteRtersof nouelty, thatthey will | 
hiſſe atthem, ficut angus m herba,and looke a- 
ſquint at every occurretthat fits not their hu- | 
mor:and there is an /ynauum pecus,whichthem | 


(e|nes ſtand idleinthe market placealtheday 
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long,and yet with forked tongues will they 
not ſpare to carpe at each monument of pie- 
ty,and in a preiudicate opinion reiect & diſ- 
grace their paines, who ſhall but crofſethe 

ath of their wicked delights ; wherefore 1 
much defired(my Honourable L.) that this 
worthy Sermon might find ſuch an happy 
Patrone as your ſelfe,being aſſured, that pal- 
ſing vader your Honourable name, itmight 
be ſheelded from the iniuric and enuy of im-: 
pious, ſuperſtitious and contentious perſons, 
and might find withmen of ſound indgemet 
the freer acceptation;and with men ot great | 

lace the grauer conſideration,and with men 
of all ſorts the better intertamment when it 
comesabroad. And further, though I know 
your Lord(hippe delights not to haue. yous 
name diuulged in printed papers,yet I doubt 
| not but you will bee plealed to patronize this 
poore Orphan,and ſuffer it willingly to paſſe 
vnder your Honors protection, and that for 
itown ſake, being a diſcourſe of Gods Vine- 
yard, a part whereof Almighty God hath 
EF made you an happy ouerſeer: but eſpecially 
far his fathers ſake, whom while hee. liued, 
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you louedas your ownelife,and tendered as 
that which was neere(t and deareſt vnto you: 
oh,how didthe loadſtone of your loue cuer 
draw him atter your ſelte!ſo that in the ſame 
Vniuerfity you were Students together,in the 
ſame houſe you were ſeruants & Chaplaines 
rogether,in the ſame city you were neigh- 
bours and Preachers together: to the ſame 
colledges where you were firſt Students,you 
were aduanced together,andI doubt not,but 
inthe ſame kingdome (though hee be gone 
firſt) through Gods mercy you ſhall ſhine as 
{tarres together: and theretore,ſeeing (good 
my Lord)he ſleeperth,but you are waking,he 
isin heauen,andyou on earth; what part or 
parcell of his writings can challenge as of 
right, protection fro any man that liues, faue 
only your ſelf, who haue fo truely loued him 
in hislife,and ſo redoubled your afteRion vp- 
on himin his,ſince his death, which his reli- 
gious,conſtant,and truly ſorrowtull widdow 
with her fatherlefle children doe finde and 
freely confes,powring out mceſſar praiers to 
almightyGod foryou and yours? And how 
can you wantthe blefsings of heauen,which 
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| haue the widdow and fatherleſle to intercede 


tor you vpon earth?Oh giue mee leaueto lay 
of your Lord(hip, concerning this, without 
ſuſpition of flattery, as Saint Ferom writes oi 


| Origen in his preface betore his booke vpon 


the Canticles, I ceteris libris onanes alias wicerit, 
in Cantico ( anticorum {eipſum -vicit: So 1n other 
of your paynfull works you goe beyond 0- 
thers, but in this worke of piety you ex- 
ceede your ſelte. Bur not to treſpalle too 
tar ypon your Lord(hips patieuce,ſeing thus 
the God of mercy hath moucd your heart, 


ſincerelytoaffet the Author of this Sermon, 


and next vnder God to regard his widdow 
and tatherleſle children; let me preſume to 
make this ſute further vato you,in the: be- 
halfeofthis the liuing Image of his ſoule, the 
firlt fruit of his publithed labours, that you 
being a Reverend fatherofthe church, would 
giuc it your bleſsing before it goe abroad,yea 
that bleſsing which Iacob ſent with hisſ{onnes 
into Egypt,Gen.43.14- God Almighty giue 
you mercyin the light of the man; in the 
ſight ofthe proud man, that you may make 


bum humblczig the fight ofthe poore man, 
one 
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that you may make him content;in the ſight 
of the [tubborne man, that you may make 
him yeeld;in theſight ofthe penitent man , 
that you may bindeyp andpowre wine and 
oyleinto his wounds; in the fight of the bar- 
ren man,that you may make him fruittull;in 
the ſight of cuery man, that you may touch 
their conſ(ciences,and winne their ſoules; but 
eſpecially in the ſight of our Heph, our Tefus, 
= euerſo blefle your Lordſhip, that your | 
waies may bee proſperous,your ſorrowes ca- 
ſie,your comtorts manie, your vertues emi- | | 
nent,your conſcience quiet, your life holie, 
your death comfortable,your election ſure, 
and your ſaluation certaine, Amen; 


Your Honours | 


humbly denoted, 


| Hamlett Marſhall, | 
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GODS LOVE TO 
HIS VinzraR  D. 


ESAY thes. VERSE 2. 3. 


Now therefore, O Inhabitants of Teruſalem, and men 
of Indah, Indge,1 pray you, betweene mee and my | 
Vineyard: What could 1 hane done any more tomy 
Vineyard,which 1 haue not done wuntoit? Why hane 1 
looked for grapes, and ut bringeth forth wilde grapes? 


Hereas the beginning of mans fal- 
$ uation, the ſpur = goad which 
A drineth him to Chriſt, is the ſence 
4 ofhis owne imperfeCtions,and ter- 
ror of his owne finnes: Strange it 
is, how auerſe wee are by nature 
S\I>f 2 from this firſt meanes of our con- 

ZI y uerfion : ſtrange , how blinde , 
how partially, how corruptly we 
iudgein our owne cauſes : eyther not once conſidering, 
or not faithfully acknowledging our own tranſgreſsions : 
which forceth God in the ordinary courſes of mans falua- 
tion , ſometimesto deale by policies and deuiſes, and to 
propoſe his owne caſe to him, not as his owne, but in Pa- 
rables, and in theperfon of others; that drawing 2p 
rom 
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from himſelfe,he might alſo draw from him an vnpartiall 
ſentence againſthimſelfe. Thus God dealt with Dawid, 
when he lay affecÞein the finne of Berebab, and would 
not awake himſelte, to confider of his owne eſtate : thar 
when Daxid had giuen a ſeuere ſentence againſt the rich 
man that flew the poore mans lambe, and hadpronoun. 
ccd death againſt him with an oath, Ar the Lord lmerh, hee 
faall ſarely are : The Prophet might ſtrike him to the hearr 
with the ſentence ofhis owne mouth : Thow art the An ; 
T hus and thu haſt thou done , And (to omit the manifolde 
examples in Scriptures of this kind) thus doth our Propher 
in this place deale with the people of /udab : he propoſeth 
to thera a Parable, and becauſe 1t ſhould bee taken vp in 7 
eucry mans mouth, he ſetteth i downe in verſe, and ma- 
keth a ſong,ofa Vineyard, which after the infinite care & 
coſt of | Uh BAT 85. 0p planting,fencing,weeding,wa-. 
tering,pruning it, could not bee wonne to _ forth a- 
ny thing, but wild, vnwholeſom, &,as the word fignifieth, 
Rinking grapes; wherin, haurng euery mans ſecret judge- 
ment, that ſuch an vnprofitable vine-yard were to bee left 
deſolate and negle&ted : hee concludeth our of this, their 
owne ſeueritie , againſt themſelues, Verſe 7, Szrely, 
this V'mneyard of the Lord of hoſts, 15 the houſe of Iſracl, the men 
of Indab are his pleaſant p—_ be looked for indyement,and 
bebold oppreſrion, for reghteouſnes, and behold a crying. 

And firſt by the way for the Parable it ſel:God bath iud- 
ged it profitable thusto teach his Church ſometimes by 
parables;which though they be vayles and ſhadows, & do 
hide vnder them ſpiritual myſteries, yet when they are ope- 
ned and vnfolded, they giue a great light to the thing 
which they ſhadowed, and by their ſenſible fimilitude & 
proportion, they brecd a ſenhible conceit of things remo=- 
ued from ſenſe. 

Now to diſcourſe of this whole Parable,time will nor 
permit.I haue made choice of that one part onely,in which 
the caſe of the Vineyardis put. to the wdgement of the 

people, | 


——— 


people, that is, their owne cauſe is referred to their owne 
arbitrement, Now therefore, O inhabitants, &c. Indge 1 
pray you. 

In which worges is comprehended the ſummnie of the 
whole.1. The Church of Iſrael is propoſed vnder the fi- 
gure ofthe Lords vineyard, 2, Is ' downe the Lords 
care of proution for his Vineyard: What conld I have done 

for my Vineyardyrhich I hane not done? 3, The end of Gods 
care and benehites, fruits, good works,(/ looked for grapes.) 
4. The Churches vathanketulnes, (/t bringeth forth wilde 
grapes.) 5. andlaſtly,the iudgement which paſſed onit, 

(Indge [pray por.) 

Fi:{t, for the Church of Iſrael, thus figured by a vine- 

ard : Asthere is one Creator both of heauen and earth: 
{o wonderfull are the fimilitudes and reſemblances of one 
| order of his creatures to another, of things ſenſible, to 
things intelligible, whereby in carth wiſe men do beholde 
a ſhadow of heauen it ſelfe:: but of earthly things which 
repreſent ſpirituall, nothing doth more liucly expreſſe the 
nature of the viſible Church, then doth a Vineyard. eL 
certame houſeholder ({aith our Sauiour, Math.21.)planteda 
Umejard, And Iohn the 15. [amrhe Vine, andyee are the 
branches, and ” Father is a husbandmay, For what pro- 
perty can wee finde inthe one, which is not in aſort an- 
{weredin the other ? Both Church and Vineyard, neither 
of them doe, as ſelfe-ſowne things naturally ſpring and 
multiply out of the earth, bothare to bee planted by hand 
and by arte, Non ex /ſangmimbus, nec ex veluntate carnts, ſed 
ex Deo,ſaith Saint J#bn of the Church.Both Vine & Church 
grow vp the meaneſtofall plams, they cannot beare vp 
themſclues without props and ſtayes: euenas the Elme is 
tothe Vine, ſo is the cull tate ynto the Church. Both in 
regard of their naturall weakenes are taught to twine their 
armes and their branches one within an other, & embrace, 
luſtaine and ſtrengthen one another,as it were, growing 
inone by loue z when they flouriſh, and are ſuftered ro 
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__ nothing fo enlargeth it ſelfe, As P/mie ſpeaketh of 
ines: Sime modocreſtynt: So the Church fpreadeth forth 
her armes from the ſea ynto the rtuer, from one end of the 
world yntothe other, Inthe time of their flouriſhing e- 
ſtate, and their ſummer, no plant is ſo pleafſant,cuery thing 
harboreth vnder their ſhadow:but when winter cometh, 
and the perſecutions of ſtormes take away their beauty, 
noplant ſtandeth ſo poore,ſo deformed, fo contemptible 
tothe outward eye; the rich, thenoble,the worldly wiſe, 
like their greene leaues, doe commonly fall away, Both 
Vineyard and Church, both muſt bee ſtrongly fenced , 
els they lic open to the prey of many kindsof fpoiles: 
both muſt bee pruned and kept vnder with continuall cut- 
ing, els they grow our luxuriouſly,and become wildezand 
as for their fruits, when they proue fruitfull, how are their 
weake branches laden with grapes? how doe their fruites 
exceed their ſtrength? how doe they bring forth their 
grapes in bunches,and cluſters, vnired in louc? as the Apo- 
file Saint [ames fpeaketh of the fruits of righteouſnes, that 
| they are bronght forth in peace of them-that lone peace. And as 
| for the kinds of their fruits, all other fruits in compariſon , 
| arc asnothing:It is the fruit of theſe rewo vines which mi- | 
niſtreth wirth and comfort to all the world;and as the vine 4 
ſpeaketh,” /»4s, 9, cheriſheth the heart both of God and | 
man. Fruits of mercy and loue,how doe they warme and 
cheare vp the weake hearts? fruits of Tuſtice and Equity, 
how doe they eaſe and relieue the oppreſſed foule? God & 
Angels, and men rcioyce, when theſe Vines .are laden 
with theſe fruits, Fof when they are vnfruittull, both ſorts 
of Vines are of all trees moſt vnprofitable, ſeruing for no 
' vſc but for the fire, | 
| This is then the nature of Gods Church, Ir isa fpiri- 
| tuall Vineyard; the roote whereofis but one, Chriſt Ic- 
' ſus the ſecond Adam.” Other foundation(layeth the Apo- 
' flle) cannmoman lay: Other Plants ſhalbe roored out: In- 
'to him themultitude of belecuers ate planted, into _ 
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they grow: forall the branches of it, are oftheir own na- 


ture wilde, taken fromthe old Rtocke,the firſt 4dam,cucn 
4s many as the Lord our God ſtallcall, and they are fer in- 
co that eternall Vine, the ſecond Adam, by ingrafting. 
Now,as in Grafts, though all in like manner ſtand in 
ſtockes,and are fa{tned to them with outward bonds, yet 
all doe not incorporate themſiclues by drawing fappe from 
the root,& therby growing in it,and bringing torth truite ; 
{othere is an outward ingrafting into Chriſt, by outward 
viſible bonds of vnion, the outward profefſton of the faith 
of Chriſt, and the outward Sacrament of Incorporations , 
the ſociety and company of which outward proteſſions, to 
viſibly ingrafted, doc make the viſible Church and Vine- 
yard of God on earth: And with this viſible and outward 
ingrafting , and by meanes thereof, there is wrought an 
inward ingrafting and incorporating, through the inuiſt- 
ble bonds of the ſpirit alſo, 1n which ſome doe grow into 
the ſtocke,and receiue ſappe and life from the roote, cuen 
the participation of the {pirit of life from Chrift, and doc 
bring forth fruit in him; the company of which onely doc 
make vp that myſticall body of Chriſt, which is ro man in- 
uiſible becauſe the bond is 1nuifible, Theſe two forts of 


grafts, howſocuer to our eyes they ſtand alike in the ſtocke, 


and do fomtimes ſeem to grow alike, yet the Apoſtle di. 


ſtinguiſheth moſt plainely with their ſeuerall bonds alſo, 
Rom. 2. 28. Hee ts not a lJew,who is a Tew outward, neither 
that circumciſion which is tn the fleſh : but hee is a ew, who t« 
a lew within whoſe circumciſion ts of the heart in the $prrit, not 


in the letter, whoſe pravſe ts not of men.but of God, Notwith- | 
ſtanding, both thefe ſorts, as they communicate together ; 
in the outward bonds of one profeſſion, as they vilibly co- | 


tinue together hke one viſible body, vpon that one roote 
Chriſt Icfus,on whom they al outwardly profeſle that they 
depend, as on the fountaine of their ſappe and life : ſothey 
both together make this one viſible Vineyard,and vitible 
Church on earth, to which God ſpeaketh by his Prophets; 
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that Vineyard which is ſometimes fruitfull,and ſomtimes 
bringeth forth wilde grapes. And of this vifible kind of 
Vineyard we are now to intreat, 

Ournext queſtion therefore is, where that Vineyarde 
may bceſcene, For in Eſayes dayes; Swrely(faith God)the 
Unneyard of the Lord of hoſts u the houſe of iſrael, the men of 
[ndih are hi pleaſant plants: All the world beſides, was as 
| a wildernes and a forreſt, the habitation of wild beaſts : 
this onely was the Lords Paradice placed in the middeſt 
of the world, and fenced in from all the world; the ſubic& 
of our preſent Parable. But the circumſtances of this 
Church doc miniſter occaſion of 3. doubts,concerning 
the generall nature and ſtate of Gods Church on earth , 
which arc neceſſary to be vnfolded :firſt, ſeeing the whole 
church of //rae/and [udah,was at theſe times F generally 
corrupted,as well in idolatry and ſuperſtition,as in life & 
manners; that,as it is, Eſay 1, From the crowne of the head, 
to the [oale of the ſoot, there was nothing ſound, but wounds & 
ſwellings,and ſores full of cerruption: A doubt arifeth how 
it might be called Gods Church and Vineyard, vnles an I- 
dolatrous,and erring;Church, notwithſtanding may bee 
accounted Gods Church; an adulterous wife, Gods 
Spouſe. 2. Secing the houſe of {azlat this day was 
diuided,and Ephramn ſeparated from Iudah, not onely in 
ciuil ſort, but in the forme of Religion alſo;our next doubr 
is then, how theſe two Churches are notwithſtanding b 
the Prophet counted as one : The vineyard of the Lord of 
| hoſts ts the houſe of Iſrael, though the men of Indah be hu plea- 
fant plants: And ſeeing both Tudah and Samariaarenow laid 
waſte,and the Church and Vineyard thereis vtterly de- 
ſtroyed; our laſt doubr is, where the Vineyard and Church 
of God may now be found on earth. T will lightly touch 
them all; Geaking firſt of the place where the Church is; 
ſecondly, of her variable ſtate, her purity and corruption: 
thirdly,ofher vnity,how, many particular Churches are 
notwithſtanding one. 

Now | 


——— 


Now for the firſt, where the Vineyard of the Lord of 
hoſts is. Vnhappy Iſrael, thou had(t an eternall promiſe; | pp ... 
This(faid God)u my reſt for exer,here will I dwell: but thou | ver. 14, 
diddelt thy ſelfe reie&t God, and didſt caſtthe LORD 
thy Redeemer out of his owne Vineyard: thou did- 
deſt with a loud cry,in the fight of the Sunne, and in the 
hearing of the Gentiles proteſt, Wee will not hane this man 
toraione ouer vs, wee will vaye no King but Ceſar, Thou did- 
delt lead him out of thy City, & diddeſt crucifie him with- 
out the gate, calling tor the guilt of his innocent bloud, 
not onely vpon thine owne head, but alſo vpon the heads 
of all thy poſterity. Andnow the Lord isriſen vp again, 
and is departed; the Vine is remoued, and planted clfe- 
where: andas for thatolde Vineyard, it is burnt, it is 
burnt with firc, and the wilde beaſts of the forreſt haue 
deuoured it vp. 

Secing then the Lord will not bee without a Church 
on earth, without a Vineyard : if wee demand where it is 
now;1.it is euident, that fince /udah is for her contempt 
laide waſte, the Lord hath planted his Church in the de- 
ſert of the Gentiles : ſecondly, it is as cuident, that accor- 
ding to the propheſies, he hath cnlarged the bounds ther- 
of, and hath made it vniuerſall and Catholike,ſo that there 
is no City nor Nation, which will receiue that ctcrnall 
roote to bee planted in it, which may not become a part 
of his Church and Vineyard, This appeareth by the ma- 
ner of Gods procceding. When Paul/and Apols the Lords 
workmen went forth to worke,in what City ſocuer they 
Rayed,they made a Vineyard; Paw! planted, Apollo watered: 
and by their induſtry the Lord had a new Church in Ce- 
rinth;a Church at Epbeſs,a Church in Galatia,in Theſſale- 
wica,in Philippi: the other Apoſtles and Euangcliſts did 
the hike in other Countries, planting Vineyards as farre as 
India : fo that if any man would know where the Lords. 
Church is, wee need not {ecke for ſecret marks and tokens: 


Theſe Vineyards are eaſily diſcerned from other partes of | 
the 
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| the earth : And yet not by their fruits; for often they bring 


forth wilde grapes,but by their roote that is planted in 
theni,in what Country or place ſocuer; that Vine which 
came downe from heauen is planted, whereſoeucr it is out- 
wardlyrecciued,as the roote and {pring of mans life and 
ſaluation: where there is Baptiſme to ingraft and incorpo- 
rate the new profeſſed branches,and the food of the word, 
and the communion of the Lords Supper, to make them 
encreaſe and grow, there is a Vineyard :becauſe there 
both is his vine,& the means ro make it ſpread to the Lord 
of hoſts,and therefore there is his eye, and carc,and proui- 
dence and protection,there he expecteth frurt: for where- 
focucr God youchſafeth to beſtow the outward- grace of 
the knowledge of Chriſt,and to continue the ſowing of 
his ſeed of lifc;it is an euident token that he hath ſome peo- 
ple inthat yum, 

Thus of thoſe ſeuen ſcuerall Vineyards and Churches 
in Aſia,with their Angels and ouerſcers, Rexel. 1. though 
one Church was purer then another,and ſome were ſo de- 
generated, that the great LO R D of the Vine- 
yard doth threaten them with deſolation, and remouing 
the vine root; yet his carefull eye was ouer them all, & hee 
thatſeemeth to bee gone intoa farre Country, yet was 
ſcene walking in the midſt of them,and, as it were holdin 
them in his hand, And thus to ſecke no other marks _. 
notes of the Church, then this preſent Parable affoordeth z 
what greater aſſurance can we haue to our ſclues, that the 
Lord hath choſen vs for apartof his Vineyard, then this , 
that he hath with ſuch care and long affiduity laboured to 
plant the knowledge of Chriſt crucified among vs;that he 
hath rayſed vp ſuch multitudes of Labouress amongſt vs, 
andindued them with excellent facultics and graces, and 
ſent them into his Vineyard to follow his ſpirituall huſ- 
bandry;that hee hath ſo many thouſands dayly ingrafted 
into him by Baprtiſme;rhat he ſo mightily ws. Poa. them 
with his defences, ſo continually teedeth them with the 
knows- 
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hands for the fruits of a Vineyard, and no doubt receiueth 
ſome? forit is impoſſible thar all theſe things ſhould bein 
| yaine,as not from God, ſecing not ſo much as the raine and 
ſnow from heauen doc returneagaine in vaine, E/as,5 5. 
IO. I þ . 
The ſecond = which the Vineyard moueth, is 
concerning the ſtate of the Lords Churches, their purity or 
tions heere on earth, whether they are alwayes 
cleane,and not fomerimes through the negligence of the 
Ouerſcers oucrgrowne with weeds , or through their pri- 
uate couttouineſſe ſometimes planted among, with _ 
plants, For firſt,the Church of /«4#b, howſocuer at this 
time, in the dayes of Fzz44b, it held the publike profeſſion 


in maners,that in Eſas 1, Godcryeth againſtit: 4h /on- 
full Natrnaden with imguity corrupe children which bane for- 
ſaken the Lord: Afﬀrer,in the dayes of Ahas, both Prince & 
bigh Prieſt and people,cuen the whole outward ſtate fell 
to Idolatry,and by little and little ſo corrupted their waies, 
that as Ezechsel cas eth her, ſhee went beyond her ſiſter 
Seamaeria in ſpirituall fornication and: zdolatry, And yet 
notwithſtanding this her vncleannes, ſhee is till counted 
the Lords $ though a harlort alſo;and the Lords vine- 
yard, though for the outward face in moſt part cleane dege- 
nerated; yea,andthe Lord by his Prophets wooeth her as 
his owne, becauſe ſhee had not abſolutely renounced his 
couenants;otherwiſe God had nopublike & viſibleChurch 
and Nineyord atall ypontheearthinthoſe dayes, Nay, 1 
may goe further and affirme of /-@e/, that though ir not 
onely worſhipped God by calues, and after in Ahab time, 
did ſet vp Baalalſo, the god of the Gentiles, and then as 
the Prophet chargeth them, halred berween God & Baa: 
yetthe Lord, notonly in this place calleth it his Vineyard, 
and profeſſerh, Jer.3.9, [ama Father to 1; acl, Ephraim i my 
fob borne But his mercifull p_—__ the middeſt of _ 


knowledge of his word, ſo importunacely callethat their | 


of God purely, yet was it both now ſo generally corrupted | 
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abominations did nor clean forſake the, but that he had of 
his Prophets continually amongſt them,and many mefſz. 
es of kindnes he ſent to their fre, and many miraculous 
| nh nr he wrought for them; and after almoſt three 
hundred yeares Idolatry,when {fact was for this their irre- 


to the hands ofher enemies, and yeelded yp to captinity: 


1 deliner thee vp, O Ephraim? My heart 15 turned wichin mee: 
I'will not(yet ) execute the fiercenes of my wrath : for though 
Ephraim were a prodigal ſonne, yet he was counted a ſonne 
to his laſt being, euen ill he gaue vp the ſeale of circumci- 
fion and outward ptofeſſion'of the name of the God of If- 
rael, Can then an Idolatrous Church be counted the Lords 
Church? and adegenerate Vine that onely groweth vpon 
another roote, and bri ag forth wilde fruit of another 
kind, be named the Lords Vineyard? Surely, tovſe Gods 
owne ſimilitude, where there hath publikely fled a (o- 
temne contrat of marriage, viſibly confiacd by Coue- 
nants and pledges mutually deliuered and receiued,though 
the wife keepe not the truth ofher firſt faith, but enen 0- 

enly and ſhameleſly turneth away her heart after other 
hon yet til there paſſeth a publike renouncing one of the 


whoſe wife ſhee publikely profefſeth her ſelfe ro be: So is 
betweene God and his viſible Church, both [Fact and In- 
dah, notwithſtanding their fornicartions, ſtill kept the pub. 
like profeffion of the name of the God of f-aet, they retai. 
ned circumciſion, the outward ſeale and pledge both ofhis 


out of Egypr,cuen by tharftile,though ih a ſuperſtitious ma- 
ner : both had the law of God publikely amongſt them, & 
his Prophets alfo: And therefore this ourwa 


on of the old league and couenant continueth ſti;the Lord 


yet he is as it were diſtracted within himſelf, Hoſ'8. How ſhat | 


other,and a bill of divorcement giuen, and ſeparation paſ- | 
fed, ſhe is accounted his wife whoſe name ſhe beareth, & | 
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| Couenant; both offercd ſacrifices to him that brought the | 


foundati- | 


uocable obſtinacy in rebellious fornication to be caſt 6f in« | 


| accounteth them hoth as his; and notwithftanding their | 
| knowne: |. 
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| knowne advultcries, and their children of fornication by 0- 


ther gods (whom they alſoſerucd) hee intreateth them , 
though in anger and diſpleaſure*and in threates,and ſome- 


times in chaſticements,yet as his owne(for they were neuer 


that ſame outward ſociety & coniunRi6,which in the midft 
of their other abominations ſtill remayned between God 
and them,of the word and Sacrament many ſpirituall chil- 
dren alſo were borne by them to the Lord, fuch as thoſe 
7000.were in Elias dayes, who living in houſe together 
with their illegitimate brethren, feared their father, the 
God of 1ſrael,and ſecretly mourned at the abominarions 
oftheir mother;howfſocuer by living in ſo corrupt a houſe, 
they might be tainted with ſome of the corruptions of their 
mother,and carnall brethren, And this is the nature of 
the Chriftian Church,wherof that was a figure : it is here 
on earth, ſubie&ro alterations, and to char ike encrall 
defe&tion and ouerrunning with weeds, which both Chriſt 
and the Apoſtles prophehie ſhould happen in the outward 
and vifible face chercof which we ſee did happen mthe fi- 
gurative Church of //-ae/ before Chriſt, though the roote 
and foundation of Chriſtianity ſhal neuer faile m it,and the 
booke of God, the ſeed of immortality, ſhall remaine in it 
vncorwpted; and the publike pr of Chriſt , ſhall 
neuer be vrterly choaked for the Ele&ts ſake,thatThall bee 
from age to age of this world being borne in it;yea,though 
| one part ofthe Church, whoſe” preſeruation' of the trueth 
ſhall be leſſe corrupted then an other,as /udah was in com- 
pariſon'of /ſaae/.For the particular Churches are like Vinc- 
yards;ſome flouriſhing for a time, fomebarren,and accor- 
ding to their husbandmen, ſome cleaner kept, ſome ouer- 
growne with thornes;ſome become wilde for want of pru- 
ning; yea, they are like our bodies, ſome ſound and ortho- 
dox,ſome more diſcaſed,fome ficke ynto death, and ſome 
vneleane and leprous , and withwhom there can bee no 
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denounced till they were deſtroyed) and by the benefite of | 


of Thus) 
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Thus the Church of Corinth in the Apoſtle Saint Pavles 
time, was not ſo ſound as, the Churchcs of Roy e & Ephe+ 
ſus,the Church of Galatia was infeted with a molt dange- 
rouserror. After,when $.lohn wrote, the church of Epheſus 
had her imperfeCtions;the other fixe Churches were more 
infected,and among(t them Laodrcea was in farre worle e- 
ſtate then either Pergamm or Thyatirazand yet all cheſere- 
mained the Lords Churches and Vineyards in the middeſt 


yet by reaſon of our weake = and judgements, not diſ- 


turning their c grounds which they truly hold; 
and therefore t euery little error in matter of faith 
be dangerou cauſeth ſome defe& and maymein our 
practiſe ofpiery, eyther inour inuocations. of: Flich or in 


our works of loue, and the more deadly, the nearer they 
touch the principall. grounds : yer they doe not: all-make | 
wounds vnto death, and kill our faith and picty;,-till- chey 
come tobe knowne and wilfull errors,that is, to be here- 
fies and finnes of the will;for then the leaſt error is war 44 
becauſcit is wilfull, and direQly oppoſite to the loue of 
truth of Chriſt; | 
 Finally,as one Churchis more or leſſe purcand'Ortho= | 
doxe then another,ſo, wee ſec how the ſelfe ſame Churches | 
continue not alwayes in one and the ſelfe ſame ſtate; for 
the Church of [wdah was ſometime religious, ſometimes i- 
dolatrous,ſometimes purged in part the groues and high 
places ſtill remaining ; ſo hath euery Churchin the world 
bnce Chriſts time vndergone great alzerations and- chan- 
ges:. the Church of Ree 1n her firſt ages was; very _—_ 
and, 
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and pure; the Ealtezne Churches were more ouergrowne 
with errors in theſe latter ages ſince, as Plarme obleructh, 
Iohn 10. 7 he people were cleane departed from Samt Peters 
ſteps; rhe welt Churches haue more declined,and the Ea- 
ſterge Churchcs,exceprt that one exror of the proceeding of 
the holy Ghoſt, inall other parts of faith, remaine much 
more pure then the. Church of Rowe and her adherents : 
yea Rome it ſelfc began a little changing of her ſelfe, when 
Pu the fift, acknowledging that their bookes of publike 
dine {cruicc in all places were ſtuffed with yaine errors of 
ſuperſiirions,did caſt out ſome corruptions,and(no doubt) 
beſides the priuate reformations borh in the! judgements 
and praGtiſcofnumbers of her followers, who will not em- 
brace all her abominations,ſhe would haue proceeded fur- 
ther in publike reformation, had nat, beſides the loue ofher 
private gaines,arc{pe& of her publike credit hindred her: 
or by confeſfing any one.c:ror,ſhee ſeeth that ſhee ſhould 


no wledging that ſhee might erre inthemalſo, Which 
miniſtrethan anſwere to their vaine obieions; who de- 
mand of vs where our Church was for ſo many ages, ill 
Martin Luthers dayes, in what caue of the wh it lurked? 
for our Church is oneandthe ſame; whichir way at the firſt 
| plavting of Chriſtianity amongſt vs; It hath. alwayes had 
one and the ſame roote and foundation, one and the ſame 
Chriſt publikely profeſſed, though at the firſt more purely, 
afterwards more corruptly; and no! 'by Gods mercy the 
ſame ChriRtmare purely L (47 For as the new dreſsing 
and weeding of a Vineyard, is not a new planting ; and as 
the often repairing the decayes and purging ofthe vnclean- 
nes of the Temple, was not the new founding and buildin 
of another Temple; ſoin our Church, fince it was ws. 
we know no other differ&ce fromthat whichit was before , 
| they ſuchas wee ſee in the Vineyard and Church of Indab, 
 whichin the deyes of Manaſſes wasfall of ſuperſtition, in 
the daycs of Tofiab had her abominations calt out, and the 
Ws C3 puri- 


je preiudice againſ her ſelf for other her, opinions,in ac- | 
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law. | 

There were crept into our Church grauen Images, & the 
likeneſſes of things in heauen, and hhds earth;and men 
= bow downe and —_ them con tothelaw, 
and contrary to antiquity;for, as yet appeareth euen by the 
buildingsand walles 7 he nar Mus. Churches, there 
was no'place within the Church prouided for them, To 
theſe Images of dead men they did light candles, and bur- 
ned ome rey offered gifts after the cuſtome of the hea- 
then; the lightof the Church was remoued out of the can- 
dleftickgand the word of God, ' which is the true light of 
the world, and lanterne to our feet, was hidden ynder an 


ynknowne tongue, as vnder a buſhell; that which the A- | 


poſtle calleth both our milke and our meare, was taken 
away,and nothing was read to the peoples vnderſtanding, 
bur the lies of their Legend;the wy Ju therof had aleaden 
head,8 a brazen forchead,as Vaves a lerned Papiſtctlureth 
them, The holy Sacraments of the church were prophaned; 
to the ſanctified water in baptiſme, cream was added,& ſalt 
& ſpirtle,& byrhe people receiued as parts of the ſacramet; 
the Lords Supper was mangled;the cup of bleſſing, which 
is the C&ammion ofthe bloud of Chriſt, was ſacrilegivuſly 
remo ued; & the communion of the bread was turned' into 
a priuate maſſe of dead ceremonies : Theſe and infinite 0- 
ther abominations were growne vp ſo high, that they did 
both draw all the fatnes from the roote,and ouerdrop and 
6uerſhadow the true vine, and cuen called for the fickle ro 
cut them downe : for there was nor any learned deuour 
man amongſtthemſclues in thoſe ages, who did not both 
bewayle the corruptions ofthe Church, as appeareth by 
them that wrote,andin particular acknowledge ſome one 
error of theirs or other; though now authority ſropperh 
their mouthes,and chppeth ſuch rotgues and the ndices 
expurgatory doraſe thoſe confeſſions out oftheir writings. 


Now theindiſpoſition therefore, eyrher of the Church 0 
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Rome, or any other neighbor Church to reform themſclus, 
can be no iuft excuſe for our Church,and her ouerſcers,not 
to refornic her ſelfe, then it had beene for 1ſrael to finne, 
becauſe {wdah finned, or for Judah, becauſe of the finne of 
Iſ#ael. In theſe cafes of Gods ſeruice and honor, the expec- 
tation of neighbours, and defire of yniry 15 no allowed an- 
ſwere: butthat of /sſ#ah belongerh ro alt gouernors, which 
he ſpake to all -ae/, Toſu,r ws” it ſeeme exill in your eyes to 


ſerne the Loyd,chuſe you this day whom, youwill ſerue:but I and 


my howſe will ſerne the Lord: and thatrule of Hoſea;1f Ephra- 
Le - ioyned ynto Idols,let him alone;and if /ſrae/ play the 
harlot, yet let not Hudah finne, Only our h rynto 
God Nabi as we do diabetes in wherpor! Le ” unds 
and foundations of Chriſtianity, and joynrly proteſle the 
ſame Creede, forthe Lord would giue Tas hearts to re- 
moue theſe abomnations,which blocke yp 'the way of 
peace and communion between Church and Churchzor if 
eyther forpride or couctouſnes, they will acknowledge no 
—_ hee would giue them contented mirtds to keep to 
themſclues their owne corrupuons, which now being caſt 
off by vs, would be ſo much the tnore loathſome ropur on 
againe, k 

The third doubt which the vineyard of the houſe of //- 
reel anſwereth, ts the vniry of the Church, ſeeing the deui- 
ded houſes of Ephraim ard Iudah not fo much tcuered in 
ſtate, as inreligion,are yet by our Propher accepted as one 
vineyard: for though one rcad of many feuerall Churches 
inthe new Teſtament alſo : yetthat of Saint eAngyſtine is 
moſt true, there be many Churches, yet but one Church; 
andin ſuch ſort many; yer they are all but one; =_ in 
the vnity of the Church, wee muſt yer goe further, and ac- 
knowledge with the fame father, the Church js the body 
of Chriſt;not that whieh is here or there, but char which is 
euery where throughoutrhe world; neither that which is 
at this ttme,but euen from eAbet,. vnto thoſe which ſhall 
hereafter bee borne, andbeficuc in Chrift vcorthe end: 


the | 
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the whole company of faipts belonging to one Ciry, which 
is the body of Chnft,and whereof BE head: 4 this is 
{that which the Apoſtle afhrmeth of all beleeuers: Bee they 
lew or Gentile, bondor fed are al incorporate into one Com 
they allmake one body, Bur this vnity is properly mcant 
of Chriſts myſticall body and Church, which is-inuiſible, 
of which church theſe, men are no part, who are onely /in 
Sacramentss Eccleſre,as Saint eAuguſtine expoundeth him- 
ſelfe;that is,of the whole body of the faithfull from Adam 
to the end of the world; yet notwithſtanding theſeourward 
viſible ſocieties of profefled chriſtians, in which the mili- 
tant members of Queiſt,mingled with the bad, axe yet in 
framing for eternity,theſc allo hauc a bond of ynity alſo, 
and though they bee many, yet are they but as one, * 
Now the outward bonds of theſe vifible Churches are 
diuers : for 1.they all ſpring by propagation, from one ori- 
ginall mother Church: /er»ſal/em, which is beneath, is the 
mother of vs.all,and from Sion came the Goſpell by propa- 
gationwvntqall Nations. But this bondis not fo gy 
as totie them in one, that are ſprung from one beginning ; 
There is a ſtronger,which this Parable ofa Vine doth la 
before vs: for - Vine or tree which is divided into ſo 
many ſcuerall branches,ſome dying, ſome ſpringing vp; 
and one bough perhapsbearing ſeucrall fruits from ano- 
ther;what is 4t that — them all one, but their owne 
ſtocke and roote, on which they all vifibly grow? this is 
the viſible bond of the ſeuerall armes,and parts of the viſt- 
ble Church; they all outwardly ioyne in that one rooxe 
Chriſt,in whom they are all vifblic ingrafted, & on whom 
they all make outward ſhew, that 4 doe ſtand and 


OW. 

The Apoſtle, Epheſi4.5. exhorting Chriſtians to vni- 
ty,ſetteth downe this bond, and to £ addeth two other 
kinds, the vniformity of our faith, and articles of beliefe, 
There is one kinde of ingrafting,one badge of their incor- 


/poration,Baptiſme, One Lord, one Faith,one Baptiſm: i. One 


King, 
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King, vader which they liue;one Law, by which they are 
ided; one common badype of their incorporation, which 
they all publikely receiue: ſo that ſeeing the Tewes, how- 
| ſocucr diſperſed amongſt al the-Nations of the earth,and li- 
uing without dependance ypon any one common gouer- 
nour,and yet accounted but as one Nation, becauſe of the 
bond of their vnity in the publike profeſſion of the Law of 
CMeſes;and ſecing they that hang on CMahomet as their 
Prophet onely,howloeuer diuided bothin ſects and king- 
domesamongſt rhemſelues,are yet in regard of their com- 
11i0n profeffion of Mahumetiſme,accounted but as one bo- 
dy ofe Hahumetans, How much more truely doe theſe 3. | 
| bonds of profeſſing one andthe ſame Lord and King, of 
receyuing his one and the ſame law and word of incorpo- 
| rating themſclues.into one. body by Bapriſme, in which 4. 
| the eflencevf Chriſtianity confiſterh,nuake al the profeſſed 
| chriſtians of the world of one incorporation, howſoeuer | 
| they are.ſcatteted inthe earth,and ſcattered in place and 
| in knowledge one of another?yea,and in ſom pruatopini= 
| , ons alſo difter ; for they allvihbly mecte intheir one roote 
/ ' Chriſt,and in profeſſing offaithrin hiw, ' To theſe 4.cotn- 
| mon bonds the Primitzue Church added,as they might, a 
: 
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fikt bond of communion,and muruall ſociety, eucry new 
created /Biſhoppe and ouerlecr of any particular Church, 
ſcading þis ſynodical letters ofthe profeſfion of his faith '' 
to his neighbour brethren, and they accordingly receiuing 
oneanother into the communion andfellowſhippe of loue, 
| as appeareth by the Ecclefiaſticall tory, 'Laſtly,when the {. 
: | Emperorhimſelfbecame achriſtian, /andthe bonds of the ; 
| Empire and of the churchwere ina manerall one, they ad. 
% 


ded a6, bond; thecommon affemblies of all the ouecrſecrs 
of the partic ular Vineyards within the Empire, incommon | 
counſell to make peace,and ſet down orders for the peace- | 
; able and vniform gouernment of the whole. Bur the church 

of Rome,which in the greatnesſhee is growne to, ſayerth of 
| her ſclc,as Babylon, Reuel.18, 1 ama Queene, and am no 
| D widow, 
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| widow,and [hall ſee no mourning,thatis, I cannot faile, would 
teach the world a new lefſon or article of chriſtian faith, 
not read in the Scripture, not thought of inthe Primitive 
church, not acknowledged by any ancient Pather, not 
dremed of by any anciet-Biſhop of that See,that notwirh.. 
ſtanding God thundered,and was angry,. when the Iſrac- 
lites asked a King,as therein reiecting God toraigne ouer 
them; yet now the Church cannot be ynder Chriſt and his 
Iudges,as Iſrael was, vnleſſe ſhe haue a King, an abſolute 
Monarch ouer her,and that is the Biſhoppe of Romet that 
all who acknowledge not this doQtrine,are heretiques; all 
that yeelde not that obedience, are ſchiſmatiques; none of | 
the Church and body of Chriſt; all as Publicans and Infi- | 
dels,and ia the ſtate of damnation, A fearefull ſentence, 
like that of the Bramble, Iugd. 9; 1fyow pm nor your truſt 
wnder my ſhadow fire ſhall come out from me,and conſume the 
Cedars of Libanon: For if all bee ſchiſmariques,and cut off 
from. the Church, like branches from the Vine, that ac- 
knowledged not thc Biſhop of Rome for theirKings then. 
was Saint Cyprian inadarmnable eſtate, who not onely re- 
iced Stephan the Biſhoppe of Rome,in a marter offaich, | 
butin matter and caſes of iurifdiCtion alſo forced appeales 
ro Rome,and adniſed the Biſhops of Spaine to repeale him, 
whom Stephane had reſtored to his Biſhoprick, Then was | 
Saint eAuprſtine in adamnablecftate,who with 2216, Bi- 
ſhops,in the 6, Counceliof Carthage, not onely wrote to | 
[nnocentins, not to receiue appeales out of sAfrica,nor to 
ſend his Legats aletrer, nor to bring in the ſmioaky pride 
of the world into the ChurchobGod, bur: alſo-made a de- 
cree oſcly againſt his challenged authority, that what 
Pie Dadeo hence ſhould —_ to infboread the 
ſea, he ſhould be excommunicated throughout all eA- 


F#6A. 
/ But what doe I ſpeake of Tg Woe that a 
*canonicall Councell of Catceden, of 630,Catholique Bis 


ſhoppes was ina damnable ſtate, which made a my” 
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the Archbiſhoppe of Conſtantinople ſhould haue equall pri- 

| uiledges withthe Archbiſhop of Rome; and that he hauing 
che next place of honour,ſhould in cauſes Eccleſiaſtical be 

aduanced as farre as the See of Rome? And although the 
Popes Legates did by all meanes labour to ſtay the 
| decree,as being repugnant toa former decree of the Ni- 


cene Councell tor the church of eAntioch,yet itpaſſed with 
generall conſent,and was pronounced by the Tudge as the 
decree of the Councell : neither is this it{elfe ſo much to be 
regarded,as the reaſon they gaue for that their decree;that 
as their Father had not giuen, without good aduice, to the 
| See of elder Rome,the firſt place of honor, becauſe that Ci- 
ty was the ſeat of the Empire, ſo with a former councell of 
I 50. Biſhops at:Conſtartineple, vnder Theodoſics the elder, 
moued with like conſideration,had giuen equall priuiled- 
£es to the moſt holy See of new Romezand they inſiſting in 
the ſteppes ofſacred Fathers, did againe decree the ſame 
thing. This was in thoſe dayes the opinion of the Bi- 
ſhops of the whole world, concerning the ground & rea- 
ſon of the Biſhoppe of Rowees Primacy;neither was that the 
opinion of the Church for a time :bue three partes of the 
Chriſtian world, vnder the three Patriarkes of Conſtantino- 
ple,of eAntioch,and of eAlexandria,haue alwayes fince re- 
ceiued him as hereticall for his claime, inſfomuch that rhey 
denied their Em Michael Palzologus chriſtian burial, 
foryeclding to the Church in the councell at Lions;& eucn 
at this day,though thcir miſerable ſlavery vnder the Turke 
might force them to yeeld a ſhew of ſubieQion to any chri- 
ſtian,of whom they might hope of any comfort ; yer th 
cannot intheir confciences frame thermſclues to this orofſe 
and lying flattery, Wretched men, if yndergoing ſuch mi- 
ſeries vnder the hands of their enemies for Chriſts name , 
negle&ing ſuch liberties and worldly preferments, as are 
propoſed to reuolters, they are notwithſtanding in the 
damnable eſtate of the Turkes and Infidels, and Altens 
from CHRIST for that default , though they thus 
D 2 hue 
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cluded to bee good for her ſelfe and hers: for execution of 


live, as Confeſlors, and many -of them die as Mar- 
tyrs, | 

: But to conclude, the yniuerſall Church and' Spouſe of 
Chriſt, for.nzany ages after her Lords aſcenſion, kept her- 
ſelfe free from het domeſticall yoakes;neither could ſhee | 
bec induced,that any decree or cannon ſhould be impoſed 
ouer her by, any one of her Biſhops,but.that which her ſelf 
in the free and common Councel of her elder children con- 


which orders and Canons,though ſhee appointed her elder 
ſonnes to onerſec her,younger firſt, ſome as Biſhoppes to 
ouerſee her Presbyters;and after ſome as Primares to ouer- 
ſee her Biſhops, and laftly, ſome as Archbiſhoppes and Pa- 
triarks to.oucrſce her Primates; yet all the orders which 
they, exacted of particular perſons, were the common de- 
crees of their Synods, Now wonderfull it is to conſider, 
how one of herowne children, by getting the elder bro- 
thers place, hath in the abſence of the Lord, vſurped and 
claimed ouer the necks, firſt;of all his brethren inparticu- 
lar; andlaſtly, oucrthe necke ofhis mother alſo, creeping 
vp by the Emperour,like Inicby.the Oke, till he had ouer- 
topped him alſo; from a-primacy,to a ſupremacy, and af- 
ter,toan abſolute and viſible Monarchie and Kingdome of 
Romans,and as Lord of all, impoſed lawes to his owne mo- 
ther,& drawing allpower into his hands,and making him- 
ſelfe as the Sunne,from which all others, both Moone and 
Stars do receiue their light. 

Thus hath Lacifer inuaded Chriſts poore Family, 'and 
hath made choyce of a perſon of humility, by whom, vnder 
the colourof piety and religion, hee might bring into the 
Church of Chriſt,the higheſt degree of pride,that euer the 
world ſaw in any worldly ſtate,or the weakenefſe of man 
is capable of; whom hee {ertin g vp 0 the foundation, not 
of a rocke, but of imagination and opinion only; and crow- 
ning with a triple crowne, hath perſwaded both him to 


take, , and perſwaded men to giue more then humane ho- 
nours, }. 
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nours,ashigh as to the titles of Oprimms maximus,our Lord 
God the Pope; and as our Countryman Stapleton writeth 
to him, Swpremmn mn terris Numen,torcing the Emperors 
ſometimes acknowledged for his gracious Lords and So- 
uerajgnes, to yecld their neckes for him to trample on,and 
theKings and Princes of the earth to licke the duſt of his 
fcet,and allthe people for their ſaluation to fall downe be- 
forc him, as hauing all keyes and powers of heauen and 
|-earth,and hell, and purgatory; as blaſting with the, breath 
ofhis mouth like lightning, whatfocuer hee curſcth;as ha- , 
uing the, oracles of God in his breaſt, and that ncuer ordi- 
nary privilcdge that he cannot erre, 

This was the puniſhment of the Church, after that tho- 
row abundance and wealth, and caſe, ſhe became wanton, 
and loucd not the truth : that as it was prophched,2,T he, 
2.God ſhould ſend ſtrong deluſions,and men ſhould beliene lies ro | 
the altoniſhment of all other churches, both Eaſterne and 
Southerne, who wonder that wee can belicue ſuchfan- 
cies, 

As for the neceſſity of one viſible Monarch to make the 
; viſible church one,ſceing the Apoſtles writings in their ſo 
| often mention of the church, and the paſtors of the ſame, 
neuer intiruate this doctrine of this Monarchie,ſecing Eph. | 
4. the Apoſtle of purpoſe laieth the grounds.of ynity,alled- | 
geth thoſe ather Con Lord, one Faith,. one Baptiſme, 
and omitteth this; ſceingafter reckoning vpon the Corral 
Cegrees of Miniſters both ordinary and inordinary, giuen 
to his church, after his affectionfor the building of it in 
truth and loue, hee ſetterh downe Apoſiles, Enapgelifts, | 
Prophets, Paſtors & Teachers, this one Monarch is not 11 
once named to the church;ſeeingdefore Chriſts comming | 
God had a viſible Church in /ob his houſe, not depending 
ypon the Church of Iudah,and is alſo granted by Bellr- 
mine,and yet the Church of God was alwayes one; ſceing 
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fince Chriſt the Primitive Church had no ſuch head, bur | 

as Aeneas Siluins acknowledgeth, eAnte Nicenums Conci- 
D 3 linnt- | | | 
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lum ſibi quiſque vinebat,c+ ad Rom inam Ecclefiamparune ad: 
meten. of habebat : and yer in the long time of that 
little regard of Rome,the Church of Chriſt was one;ſceing 

to this \ all Churches in the three partes of the world , 
| haue {o anciently renounced this one head, who notwith- 
ſtanding may not be accounted caſtawayes,and no partes 
of Chriſts Church; ſeeing whatſocuer reaſon is vrged of 
neceſſty,one Biſhoppe Joth as neceſſarily proue 5 ne- 
| ceſfity of one King ouer all the Chriſtian world;rtruely,we 
are ſo farre from thinking the neceſſity of one vifible 
to be an article of our faith, that contrariwiſe wee agreein | | 
iudgement with Gregory the Great,concermng the, dan- 
ger ofthe ſame,who ditputing againſt the very name and | 
title of an yniuerſal Biſhoppe,bringerh this reaſon againſt | | 
the thing, Eccleſie vninerſacorrait,ft ille uninerſus cadit : if | | 
that vniuerſall Biſhoppe ſhould fall, his fall be the ruine of | * 
the whole Church. This our lamentable experience hath 
made good, not onely in the gouernment of the Weſtern 
-; al ang in which he hath been like a wilde Bore in the 
Lords Vineyard,but alfo in their faith, which by reaſon of 
their generall ſubieQtion to that one head, was as general. | | 
ly tainted with the ſame errors : for as when one foot ſlip. | * 
eth,the other may ſtand and yphold the body, vnleſſe it} * 
bee carried with the ſway of that which ſlipped : ſo when | 
one Church faileth in any point of truth, an other may | |! 
ſtand & : mu the ſame,vnles they be dependant one v- | | 
pon an other,& reſpe& not that only vncorruprtible head | 
Chriſt, and his vnchangeable lawes, | 
2 Now,that we haue found out the Lords Vineyard, 
and conſidered the nature and ftate of the ſame, wee are | * 
in the next place to conſider the husbandry which the 
Lord of this Vineyard vſcth, the labour,the coſt, the skill, 
and carc hee beſtowe:h on it to make it proſper; for ſince 
that vniuerſall-curſe pronounced by the mouth of God , 
Curſed be the earth for mans ſake  thornes and thiftles ſhall it 
bringforth ; good things do hardly thriue, without _— 
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Goast rs Vineyard, 


full and induftrious planting and cheriſhing; their impe- 
diments are many;their helpes muſt be ſo-many, that the 
Vineyard which is neglected and left to it ſelfe,may ſeem 
in a manner blamelefſe, though it proue not fruirfull ; for 
theſe duties therefore of the husbandman, the Lord con- 
{cious tro hiniſelfe of his own goodnefſe towards it,doub- 
teth not-to make the Vineyard and Church it ſelfe,and e- 
oy plant thereof, cucn all the inhabitants of I=dah, his 
Iudges, what one thing hee hath oraitted which might 
haue ſmothered it, (hat cord I hane done to my Vineyard 
(faieth God)which [ hane not done? + 
The particulars were fct downe before, r, The choice 

of the ſeat of Canaan,(My beloned had a Vineyard on a verie 
fruefrll bill. 2. His fencing it from ſpoyles (He hedged it a- 

boat )with his mighty. protection, 3. The choyce of the 

planrs,(Hee planted it with the beſt plants) the roote the(rrue 
Whne that came downe from. hnage eld branches, the ſonnes' 
of eFbrabhamw. 4. The preparing of the Sole, be gathe- 
red vp the ſtones that might hinder the growth, the Ca- 


a Towre iti'the middeſt of it;his glorious Temple; 6. He” 
ſet ypa Vinepreſſe in it,an Altar ypon which they might 
offer the fruirs of their free will Þ amiocy thoſc hee ad- 
ded continuall pruning and dreffing,& warring of itfrom 
the cloudes ofheauen : Ir appearerh after,Ver.6, For. the 
proofe of theſe particulars, reade the old Teſtament, What 
1s rhe whole hiſtory of the Bible, bur the narration of Gods 
bleſſings vpon his owne people, asifhee minded no other 
nation,no part of his creation but onelyrhem?Whar is Ge- 
neſis,but te mitaculous preferuation ofrheny,mrheir firſt 
ſpring and tender beginnings, till they were growne into 
2 great people, now aplant able to bee | remoued, and ro 
ſtand P, it {clfe? What are Exodus and Numbers, but a 
powerfull tranſlating of this Vine by a mighty hand out of 
the Garden of Egypr, whereit was borne downe, and the 


gracious ordering and preſeruing of it, . as it were, abouc | | 
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ground in awilderneſle, 'where it had nothing to line on 
2 forty. yeares,till it was to be planted in Canaan? What 
are Leujticus and Deuternomy, but the heauenly rules and 
orders of husbandring,diſpoling and pruning,and drefling 
this vine.topreſerue itin ſtate ? And laſtly, whatare the 
hyſtorics of Joſ#a and Judges, and Kings, butthe mighty 
planting of itinthe lan of Canaan,the caſting out of the 
Cananits,like tones &thorns,& the weeding out of thoſe 
mighty Nations, which might hinder the growth of the 
Vine? There the heauens and the earth, the ſunne,the fire, 
the cloudes,and the ſea, together withthe Angels & hoſt 
-| 'ofheaucg, all were commanded in their ſeuerall callings to 
attend ypon this Vine: for they were the people which 
the Lord called to be a boly generation, his royallPricſt- 


hood,and that was theplace of which he prophefieth,Pfal.. 
1.32. The Lord hath choſen Sion,and loxeth to dwell in it ſaying;\| 


here is my reſt for eur here will dwell, for 1 bane delighted ther= 
in:1 will ſurely bleſſe ber viltuals,&+ ſatiſfg her poore with bread: 
Twillcloath = Prieits with ſaluation,and her Saints ſhall{hout 
far zoy, .. Now thoſe remporall bleſſings ofpeace andabun-, 


dance,thoſe temporary deliuerancesfiomal enemjes,thoſe | 


maracles and thoſe wonders, and that ſcuſible preſence of 
God himſelfe in the middeſt of them,,;though-they 'ſeeme 
ſtrange in our eyes,and at the reading of them doe make vs 
Chriſliaus to ſay, Hee hath nog dealte | ſo with. a- 


ny Nation, Hee hath, not- deale ſo withany Chriſtian, 


Church;yet wee axe deceiued for the gracious kindnes of 
God diednot with ſ-ae/: but rather thoſe viſible mercics 


towards Iudah,were the viſible ſeales of his inuifible and | 
perpetual graces towards his Church,and every part ther- 


of;for where he hath an ourward Church,there he hath al- 
ſo ſame elect to bee placed init for eternity;and where a- 
ny of his ele& aregthere are all things neceſſary totheir ac- 
compliſhment, his CMineters bis Word, his Sacraments, hs 
Graces, his Proteflionng.exceeding lone. For ſeeing thoſe out- 
ward viſible Churcheszhee as it were the Lords Worke- 
houſes; 
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ods loue to hu Pineyard.. 


houſes, whercin hee frameth the inuifible members of 
Chritts body by grace,and proportioneth them to glory : 

that eternall wifdome and loue will ſo prouide,order,and 

proportionallo thoſe means one to another, and all vnto 
the end,that it may iuſtly challenge the whole world:what 
ſhould Ifay? (What could I haze done for my UVmeyard 
which I baue not done?) And here,though occaſion is offered, 
It were a good thing to prayle the Lord,and to ſing ynto 
the name of the molt bigh, to declare this his louing kind- 
nesin the morning, and histruthall the day vnrtill night 
ſeaſon: (tor ſo much of our life is Angelicall,as is ſpent in 
ſongs of thanketulnes vnto our God;) yer I mult leaue this 
work to be the ſacrifice of your priuate deuotion, In which 
that one onelic benefit vpon the Chriſtian Church is more 
then wee ſhall be able ro compreher;d, that this Vineyard, 
this Paradice whereof himfeite vouchſaferh io be the huf- 
bandman, hee hath purchaſed ro himſelte by theprice of 
bloud, not as Ahab purchaſed Naboth his Vineyard by the 
cruell ſhedding of the right owners bloud,and vniuſt rob- 
bing the poſlcfſor of it, but by giuing an intinir price for it, 
the joud ofhis oncly beloued ſonne to redeeme it, where 
it lay ingaged in the hand of iuſtice: and the Apoſtle con- 
cludeth neceſlarily,Rom.g. Hee who fared not his owne 
ſonne, but gaue him for his Church , how ſhall hee not 
with him giue all things to her?he thar hath yeelded vp the 
perſon of his infinitly beloued to be afacrifice for her fins, 
and doth giue his fleſh to feede his Church, and his bloud 
to bee her drinke : how iuſtly may hee demaund, What 
could he doe more for his Vineyard which hee hath not 
done? 

But here thoughit be with the conſent of all tongues 
acknowledged, that the bleſſings of God vpon his Church 
and cuery part thereof arc exceeding great, yet this chal- 
lenging,as1t were, ofhis own omnipotency,(hat could / 
baue done moye, whivh 1 bane not dove?) rayſeth a doubt not 


to bec:ouerpaſſed,. | For might notthis houſe of [udah & 
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the inhabitants of /er»ſalems haue replyed in the wordes of 
the Leper, Math.8.2. Lord if thou wilt thou canſt make me 
cleane? the ordinarie obietion which many godles perſons 
in our times doe frame, both againſt God and themſclues, 
attributing their impenitency not to their owne obſtina 
and corruptions,but to Gods vnreſiſtable will : for,if hee 
would(fay they)he could fanctifie ys, and make ys cleane 
alſo, Wherea, firſt, that is yndoubredly true, that God, 
who made Iron to ſwimme, and rockes of ſtone to yeclde 
forth ſtreames of water;who made e Aaron his dried ſtaffe 
to bud, and bring farth Almonds in a night;he, who could 
of ſtones raiſe vp children vnto «Abrahams, if hee would 
by miracle,could mollifie theſc obſtinate finners alſo, and 
make their rockie hearts guſh forth with teares; hee could 
make them of ſtones children, and of withered ftickes 
fruirfull trecs, and that in a moment by the might of his 
omnipotent power : but as in the gouernement of the 
world, hee hath ſer downe an ordinary courſe according 
to the nature of his creatures, which he doth nor alter, but 
ypon ſpecial occaſion,as our Sauiour noteth inthe. cure of 
Naaman, and in the feeding of the widdow of Sareprhtha , 
Luke 4.27. ſo in the ordering of his Church alſo, & con- 
uerſion of the ſoules of men, he hath ſet down an ordinar 
*| courſe of ſecondary ſpiritual cauſes agreeable to their tad, 
and fitted to perſwade the mind of manzas principally,the 
word of truth and light in the mouth of his meſſengers, 
accompanied with a meaſure of his fpirit. Thus by 1fo- 
| ſes and the Prophets hee conuerteth ſinners: if men will 
| not heare them, no though a man ſhould riſe from the 
dead,ſaith our Sauiour,they will not belicue: for theſe are 
ſo forccable,and ſo proportionarted in his wiſdom to the 
heart of man,ſo ſeconded with the graces ofhis powerfull 
ſpirit, both for the inſtructing of the mind,and thereby the 
inclining of the will, that vnleffe a man hath more then or- 
dinarily corrupted himſelfe in fin, vnleſſe he be like- theſe 
trees in /ude bis Epiſtle,Twice dead,and plucked vp by the 
roots, 
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rootes, vnles hee bee like Lazar, not onely dead, but 
ſinking alſo in his graue, habitually corrupted,and thar 
with ſuch kinds of particular vices,as are _— to the 
receiuing of the life of grace; it could not but draw him 
ynto God, Of this ſort are thoſe obdurate ſinners, which 
hane hearts and cannot repent: forthoughall inherent finne 
be contrary to God ndbis truth;yet ſome finnes and vices 
are more oppoſite to Chrilt then others, which maketh 
' ſome ſinners conuerſion more difficult then others, Thus 
our Sauiour affirmeth, that Publicans and Harlots ſhal 
ſooner come to Gods Kingdome, then proud Pharifies , 
that ſtand vpon their owne righteouſnes according to the 
Law,and therefore conceiued no need of repentance and 
redemption by an other Sauiour, Thus he generally af- 
firmeth of the Iewes, whoſe cares and hearts were by cu- 
tome growne more then as all men naturally are, fo ob- 
ſtinately hardned in contempr, againſt the word of truth, 
that, had the ſignes and wonders that were done among ſt them 
beene done in Tyre and Sydon,nay in Soedom,,they would hauc 
repented in Sackcloth and Aſhes,as the Nineuites did at 
the preaching of Jonas onely, And this is that obſtinate 
oppolition of ſome _ the ordinary meanes of mans 
faluation, that cauſed not onely the Prophets to mourn, 
but our Sauiour Chriſt to fit down and to weepe ouer /e- 
ruſalem, when he ſaw that ſhee would not bee gathered 
to her Redeemer;as if Chriſt ſhould haue faid,as God by 
our Prophet : What conld I hane done more for my Uine- 
ard which I hane not done? 

3 After the conlideration of this ſo exceeding great 
coſt and care beſtowed vpon the Lords Vineyard, wee 
arc in the third place to looke vnto the end of theſe his 
hbours and husbandry beſtowed on his Church;& thart is 
the ſame which euery man which-pliteth a vineyard,doth 
expect of his plants, fruits,(7 looked for grape: ) fruites natu- 


rall and proper to a Vine, proper to a Chriſtian that recci- 
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ueth the nature, the ſappe, the ſpirit of the roore Chriſt, 
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Why the good workes and fruites of Chriſtians are com- 
pared to grapes,and themſclues to vines,I partly ſhewed' 
before. For; as nothing is created for it ſelfc;fo the poo- 
xelt creature that G O D hath made, is inabled with ſome 
gift ro imitate the bounty and goodnefle of the Creator, 
and to yceld ſomthing from it lelfe to the ve and benefit 
of others; and this 1s thctr naturall worke : thus the Sun 
and Moone,and Starres, as they are indued with light 
& vertue, ſo they reſtleſly moue to impart their light and 
influence ro the inlightning and quickning of the inferi- 
our world, Thus doe the cloudes flie vp and downe, 
emptying themſelues to inrich the carth, of which not- 
withitanding they reape no harueſt, Thus doth the earth 
withour reſpect of her priuate profit, liberally yeelde her 
riches and fatnes to the innumerable armies of creatures , 
which allfucke hcr breſts, and hang on her for mainte- 
nance, as on their common mother:and not to depart fr 
our Parable, thus doe all fruit-bearing neces them- 
{clues and the principall part of their ſappe and morſture , 
not on the increaſe of themſelues, but in making ſome 
pleaſant fruit or berry, of which neyther they, nor thcir 
young ſprings ſhall raſte; and this when it is ripe & per- | 
fe&,they voluntarily let fall at their maſters feet : & thus 
| neither doth the Vine make her ſclfe drunke with her 

owne grapes,nor the Oliue annoint her ſelfe with her own 
oyle,and yet they ſtriue to abound with truites, For the | 
more euery thing furthcreth the common good of the 
world, the higher is the excellency of the nature thereof, | 
and the greater reſemblance it hath to the Creators good- 
nefle. Now when heauen andcarth arc frutfull in their 
kinde, when neyther beatt nor tree are idle,but are alwajes 
bringing forth ſomething tothe good of others; when 
not onely the creatures ynder man, but the blefled An- 
gels of heauen are-miniſtring ſpirites, perpetually and wil- 
linghe ſerumg for our good : when God- the father him- 
| ſelte, with the Lord our King,are yet working,and - wn | ; 
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ding the ſtreames of their goodneſle to the beſt behoofe 


of the woild; how can it bee allowable, that when all 
the Armics ot heaucen and carth, the Creator with the 
creatures are thus bulicd 1n bringing forch fruit: onely 
nian ſhould remaine vuilrunfull, bs taculties and graces 
ide, liimſclfe a burthen to the carth? It cannotbe, tor not 
onely the Church of God, for the gathering ot her chul- 
dren,& the propaga110 of truth and piety amonglt them, 
but the world 1t tcife,tor t!:c ypholding of her eltate, doth 
neceſſarily require mans fruits: for ſeeing we grow toge- 
ther as members in a body , ana branches 1n a tree; the life 
and {appe,& {trength and helpe ot the root, and head can- 
not be deed to vs, vuleile it be conuaied by ioynts and 
by ſfinewes, by armcs and by boughes, by the mutuall mi- 
niltcry of man, by the works of iuttice and mercy from one 
toanother : and therefore vnleſle the Paſtor yeclde the 
fruit of his ig ht and knowledge, vuleſle the Magiſtrate do 
yeelie the fruit of his juſtice and authority, vuleſſe cucry 
priuate man doe yeeld torth the fruite of thoſe facultics & 

races which they recciue not for chemſelues, but for the 
good of the body : they are no parts of Chriſts body, ney- 
ther haue they the ſpirit of the head, the ſpirite of loue in 
them; but they are theeues and murtherers, encraies to 
Chriſt and to his Church, they (tarue his body, and pur- 
loine from their tellow members thoſe good things which 
the mercitull head hath ſo intended by them to vs,that the 
benefite might be ours,and the thanks theirs,and al might 
grow by the natura!l fruits of loue, 

Bur here ordinarily ariſeth in the nnd of mana yaine 
ſhift which much hindreth his fruicfulnes, and maketh him 
draw in all to hinifelfe, and recall his ſappe owns 
into the roote againe, and thart isafalle. reafoming with 
himſelfe, that becauſe, doc he the beſt he can, yet his fruits 
will bee earthly and fowre, andneuerperfe& and kindely 
ripened, becauſc were they neuer {o perfetand abundant, 
yet they cannot merite lifes eternity to him that bearcth 
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them,and becauſe that which is wanting, is fully ſupplied 
in the all-ſufficient fulneſle and ſuperrogatiue merits of 
the head,and therefore it is but loſt labour to ſpend him- 
lelfe in bringing forth ſuch vnperfeR fruites, ſo helpeles 
in the worke of his owne fſaluation : thus doth iniquity 
lie vnto her ſelfe, and turneth the truth of God into a 
lie: for though thoſe three promiſes are all true, yer 
the concluſion we inferre vpon them, is altogether vnco- 
herent, True itis, that though wee bee ingrafted into 
the eternall Vine Chriſt, yet wee retaine ſomething of 
the nature of the olde ſtocke whence wee were taken , 
which ow to our beſt fruites an earthly taſte and ſome 
reliſh of the olde man, True it 1s,that though we areplan- 
reqwith the beſt heauenly plants of piery,yer they grow 
in a forraine ſoile,and in a colde clime,farre from the Sun, 
and our fruites are not concocted and perfect; euen our 
molt ſpirituall fruits, our prayers haue not a pleaſing taſte, 
vnleſſe they haue ſome ſweetning. But this defe&t is ſup- 
plyed by the great Angell ofthe couenant, who when ne 
preſenteth theſe our fruits toGod the great husbandman, 
addeth to them ofhis owne precious incenſe, which hel- 
peth their infirmity and harſhnes,and maketh them accep- 
table, Rexe/,8.4, Again, trucit is, that theſe our fruits , 
were they ncuer ſo abundant ,and as excellent as mansper- 
featly reſtored perfeQtion can afforde, yer can they not me- 
rite thoſe crownes and kingdomcs,and the eternity of that 
glory,bug that hen yee hane done all that you canwee muit 
fay that yee are wnprofitable trees , not worthy the care and 
coſt, the feeding, the watering,the graces,the continuance 
beſtowed on them in this world, no more then the fruites 
of the Orenge and Lemmon, and Figge-trees in this our 
colde land are anſwerable to the extraordinary charge of 
their planting and maintaining ; yet notwithſtanding all 
this,cucn the. our ſowre and ynperfe&t fruites, howſocuer 
defeRie in themſelues,are yet ſufficiently profitable for 
the yſes of the Church,during this her warrefare, wherein 
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any meane thing is very comfortable, and troubled waters 
; doc often ſerue tor Souldiers drinke;and in that regard all | | 
| they are pleaſing to the great husbandman, to {ce Feſe his | | 
plants in ſome degrees proficable to the world,and by their | | 
truits, louing, cheriſhing and feeding one another,as their 
| roote doth feed them, But for the Crowne of heauen, and 
| a kingdome of eternall glory, this riſeth abouc the com- 
paſſe of the deſeruings of ſeruants: It paſſethto vs by ano- 
ther right and claime,by inheritance , due onely to vs as 
ſonnes,and therefore children and babcs as ſoone as they 
arc adopted in Chriſt: thecues and murtherers like the | 
prodigall ſonne,vpon theirfaithfull return to God, though | 
they &e immediately (as the theefe on the Croſle) before 
| 


the tune of fruit-bearing,and working in the Vineyarde; 
et by right of this their new birth, and adoprion into 

Chrifts body,they haue aright to heauen equal with their F; 

brechren,that haue ſpent all their life in paincfull fruit bea- ny, 

ring; for if ſomes, then heires(layth the Apoſtle) exen fellow 

heyres with Ieſus Chriſt : For notwithſtanding for the pre- 


ſent whileſt theſe ſons continue in their minority, they differ 


T not from ſermants, though they bee Lords of all, Gal.4.1 .they | 

obey their Fathers commandements, and they 5 on in | 

| his Vineyard,and doe more faithfull ſeruice in the houſe , | 
; one ſonne of loue, then twenty hyred ſeruants do for feare 


of ſtripes: and this is to them as diſcipline healrhfull and } 
neceflary for their owne good allo, and in their time of li- |. | 
uing,the foundation of their perfeHion in grace, to make 
them fit for that heauenly place, & in all vertues qualified, |. 
for ſo great an inheritance in a ſociety ſo glorious, And as | 
for the reward of ſuch obedient ſonnes, wee haue our fa- | 
thers anſwere to the elder brother that challenged his fa- 
thers juſtice for his bounty towards his vnthrifty ſonne, & 
hardnes towards him who had continued moſt faithfull in 
his ſeruice : Sonne (faith our Father)rhow art alwayes with 


mee, and all that I hane is thine: as obedient fonnes ther- | 
fare wee are alwaics with our father, this is our ſecurity, | 
and* } 
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and all is ours,becauſc ſonnes, VVhat can we defire more? 
Our good works and ſeruices of = are therefore, as $. 
Barnard moit excellently concludeth of them,in the yery 
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end of his Booke; De /ibero eArbitrio: They are the nur- | 


ceries of our hope, the Min:iteries of our lone tokens of our ſe- 
cret predeſtination, foretokens of our future bleſſedneſſe : Via 
regni, non cauſa regnandi : they are the way wnto our kingdom: 
they are not the cauſe why wee ſhallraigne as Kings. Now if 
notwithſtanding all this, wee Chriſtians cannot be indu- 
ced to exerciſe our faculties in doing good, and to bring 
forth fruits of loue anſwerable ro our new naturc,as all 0- 
ther creatures do in their kind, without ſomereward and 
hire;bchold firſt we are created, ordained, redeemed, furni- 
ſhed with gracer,maintained in our eſtate, with bountifull 
ſupplies of all neceſlaries for our place: and what greater 
reward doth the Vine or the Oliue,or any other Creature 
expectfor thcir fruits but their maintenance, euery thin 

in their kind; the Centurion in the Goſpell that had Sonl- 
diers vnder him, and could ſay to one,Come,and hee came, and 
to another,Goe and he went , though into certaine danger 
of his life; what greater Krone, could hee giue to 
them, then this preſent abundance and maintenance , or 
what greater rewards doth any ſeruant expect at his ma- 
ſters hand,for as great ſeruice and as faithfull as we men 
performe to God? Againe, were our naturall loue and ler- 
uices one towards another as ready and as perfect as are 
the duety of one member in the body to another,(for the 
Apoſtle propoſerh as the ſampler of our duety) yer wee } 


receiue a further ſufficient reward, the like mutuall helps 


or feete, or handexpect for their daily atrendance,bur the 
like mutuall ſernice from the body ? Agaie, this is 
the Apoſtles counſell, Gal.6.1. If any man bee falne, 'yee 
that are Spirituall,reſtore him.conſidering thy ſelfe, leſt thou bee 
allo tempted; Euen as trauellers doc mutually aid, comfort, 


and in any diftreſſe relecue one another without any. _ 
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ther reſpets of priuate gaine, Ifall this will not ftirre vp | 
our Chriſtian hearts to performe the duties of a Chriſtian 
man, by which their owne ſoules are bettered and increa- 
ſedin grace: Behold yertafurther commodity from the 
Maſter of the Vineyard, his ſpeciall bleſſing,and increaſe 
of his care and graces vpon theſe plants which are moſt 
fruirfull: For exery branch that beareth not fruite in mee, hee 
taketh away , and enery branch that beareth fruite, hee pur- 
geth,that it may beare more,loh.1s5, 

Thus haue they increaſe of graces from heauen,8 which 
1s the greateſt of. all graccs,the grace of perſeuerance,whe 
other periſh they are preſerued and watered, when fruitles 
branches are cut off for the fire : for he not onely bleflerh 
their ſtore who ſpendit vpon their brethren , as ſprings 
that runne are fed that they may continue;bur hee dealeth 
mercifully alſo with them that are mercitull to his chil- 
dren,and his pitty is ready to pardon their offences,& to 
remit their chaſticements who are kind and pitrifull one 
to another: how gracious is our God to his vines that 
{bring forth grapes, who hath reward for thoſe that giue 
bur a cuppe (not of the iuyce of grapes)bur of colde wa- 
ter to any little one for his ſake? Thus doth the tempora- 
ry fruits of our loue & mercy make a way for vs to Chrifts 
mercy, and ſoto our cternall peace. Laftly,if all this can- 
net ſtirre yp the graces of God in vs vnto fruitfulneſle : 
Chriſts finall ſeparation & triall of his ſheepe from goats, 
of his members from aliens and ſtrangers; bis finall pub- 
like ſentence of life and death giuen in the fight of men 
and Angels,ſhall bee ———_—— , not vpon the Suertng of 
their inward hidden natures,but vpon their ſeuerall kind 
of as proceeding from them, vpon the ſeuerall kind of 
mens fruits : for exery tree is known by their fruits:all Chriſts 
branches yeelded grapes, all his members as they were 
poſſeſſed, fo they were moued,8& did work by the ſpirit of 


loue, Hereby.yee are known to be mine, if ye loue one 


another, obs 13.35. and therefore this ſentence alſo is 
F groun- 
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grounded vpon theſe fruits of loue.; Come yee bleſſed, for 1 
was naked,and yee clothed me,gc, As for the reſt, they are* 
none of dine did not bring forth the fruites; depart 
yce fruitleſle , Depart from mee yee workers of iniquity, for I 
know you not. 

Now what fruits the Lord in juſtice expeReth of his 
Church for all his care and graces,wee ſec, Itfolloweth, 
that we confider how the Lords expectation is anſwered, 
what fruits of thankefulneſflc this vitible Church of 1ſ7ael 
brought forth to him that dreflcd it,- the time of Vintage 
is come,the Lord commeth to vifite his Vineyard, bur 
behold the ſpectacle of vnthankfulnes amongſt the crea- 
tures of God : Man and amongſt men, his Church is found 
barren, no grapes of account to bee found inher: An vn- 
comfortable fight to him, whoſe heart and delight was fix- 
ed ypon his orchard, after fuch coſt to redeeme and pur- 
chaſe it,ſuch care tofence it, to water it with the blefſed 
dew of heauen, and raine from the cloudes, to cheriſh it 
with the ſcaſonable warmth of the ſunne, to :prune and 
drefſce it by the hands of ſo many workmen & uuerſeers, 
watching ouer it carely and late; and yet not to be made 
to drinke of the fruite thereof; and yet were it barren 
onely, there _ remaine ſome hope of fruitfulneſle in 
another yeare ; but behold all is degenerated, and grown 
out of kind, the plants alter fromthe nature of the roote, 
they ps. forth Labruſcas,wild and vawholeſom grapes, 
in ſtcad of the comfortable fruits of the Vine, mercy and 
righteouſneſſe, Behold oppreſſion, in ſtead of the com- 
fort and micth of heart which wine cauſeth: bchold the 
contrary effects of that yenemaus fruit, cryymg and com- 
plaining : what may bee expected from the Pagans & In- 
fidels,from the wilde forreſt and theſe her people which 
know not God in the land of darkenefſe, where Sathan 
raigneth? Ifthis bee the ſtate of Gods dominions vnder 
the kingdome of his righteous ſcepter, wherein the Wolfe 
and the Lambe ſhould feede together, and the Lion ſhould —_ 
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ftraw with the Bullecke, according to Eſaia Prophehie many 
bad fruites bad trees do beare,hatetull ro God,& ſhame- 
full to the world; Luxurie,uncleannes, fins againit oxr ſclyes, 
but the ſinne of vniuſtice,oppreſſion,defrauding, ſpoiling, 
wronging in Gods Church, in the houſhold of Chriſt, in 
the body of loue, and the members of one Communion , 
whoſe roote is loue, whoſe {appe is loue,cuen the ſpirit of 


ſtructions of righteouſnes & loue, theſe torend & teare 

one another, and like the breed of Wolues to liue by ſuc- 

king, and drawing one anorhers bloud, or rather as the 

hand ſhould ſcratch the eye, the mouth ſhould bite the 

hand; this is moſt vnnaturall, contrary to the lawes of na- 

ture,of the body,contrary to the whole end of Chrifts co- 
ming and worke in his people: Such were the generall 

fruits of the whole people of /uda in thoſe dayes; this was 

the outward faith of the whole viſible Church of God vyp- 

on the earth, as if God by his Prophets had planted, not 
Chriſt, but-Zelial, as if he had giuen it not the fpirite of 
loue, buc of Sathan and confufion,as if he had watercd it 
| not with the Word of trueth, but with the counſels of 
fraud and couetouſneſſe; as if the plants thereof had nor 
beene the ſonnes of eAbrahany, = as God ſpeaketh of 
chem, Demt, 32. 32. Of the Vines of Sodom, and of the 
vines of Gomorah: for their grapes are gall their clu#ters are 
bitrer, their wine ts the poyſon of Dragons, and the cruel! gall 
of Aſpes ; fo that had not God reſerued to them a ſeed, e- 
uena ſmall remnant, they ſhould haue beene as Sodom.Þ, & 

like to Gomorah, Eſai,1.9. 

Now to make proofe of theſe finnes which God laieth 
to their charge, were altogether ncedlefc; more profita- 
ble itisfor vs to leaue thoſe graceles Iewes, who in the 
corruptions of their uwne natures, thus rurned all the gra- 


loue, whoſe waterings are nothing but precepts and in- | - 


ces of Godinto finne and wantonnefle, Andtobring my 
{ſpeech home to the Vineyard of Chriftians, and to our 


_ Vines,and conſider whether the generall fruites of 
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our times be of any better kinde', the exaRt iudgement 
of this point belongeth vnto God; but what is in the eye, 
if man may iudge, whoſe tongue wil not confeſſe,bur & 
as God ſpake of /udah, Exec.16. that ſhee had initified her 
elder ſiſter Samaria by her ſinnes; 1o wee haue juſtitied our 
eldeſt fiſter ndah by theſe our finnes, aud in ſteade of 
grapes haue brought forth oppreſſion, vniuſtice, coue- 
touſneſſe, wild grapes full of Cy the gall of Aſpes, 
our pcace,our plenty, the richnes of our ſoyle in which we 
tive,our want of ſeuere pruning hath brought forth a luxu- 
rious harueſt of peſtilent weedes in the Vineyard, which 
haue 1n a manner ouergrowne and choaked picty, righte- 
ouſneſſe,and all hearty deuetion. I know the Lord hath 
reſerued vntovs a fſecde,a {mall remnant alſo:but look on 
the general face of our land, how hath this hatefull ſinne of 
vnuuſtice ouergrowne all:for the roote thereof couectonl. 
neſſe and ſelfe-loue hath got deepe rooting, and all men 
now in a manner doe turne the fappe and the bleſſings of 
God, their wealth,their labors,not ito cluſters of truits, 
according to their vocation,bur into thcir own armes and 
branches, cuery one ſtriueth not to bee a good, but to be 
a great tree, the bramble wold grow to be of the bignes of 
the maple,and the maple would be firong and tall, like yn. 
to the oake, ouerdropping,and by getring ground ſtaruerh 
another,ſome by an vnſenſible ſoaking from them, ſome 
by violent and open wrong, ſome ynder colour of right, & 
pretence of loue; ſo that in euery quarter andranke of the 
Lords Vineyard, there is oppreſſion, and from oppreſſion 
there aſcendeth a cry to the Lord of the Vineyard, Bur 
what doc 1 ſpeake of priuate vniuſtice berweene men and 
men, whenthere is found in our Vineyard a kinde of op. 
preſhon, not heard of _— the heathen? Chriſtians 
in their greedineſſe to lay hands vpon their God and fa- 
ther, and ynnaturally to ſecke to rob himof that which the 
bounty of his better children had beſtowed on him for the 
maintenange of his worſhip amongſt men, © Dorh- ___ 
rob- 


—— 
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rob bz gods(\{ayth the Lord) Malachy. 2. 8. yet this people 
cs Far" God , and they ps nr. in Shes —_— 
ferings, 

This is one maine rootc of ynnaturall impiety, a prin- 
cipall cawſe of all our corruption, when the branches of the 
Vine doe not onely fucke and draw one from another , 
bur doe intercept that alſo which ſhould maintaine the 
principall roote,on which wee all grow, euen Chriſt & his 
feruice in his Church, When God ſent his ſonne vnto the 
lewes; Come(laid they)let vs caſt hem out of the Vineyard, & 
kill him, and the inheritance ſhall be ours, 

The Lord our lite hath yet ſome inheritance and patri- 
mony in his ow ne Vineyard amongſt vs, forthe mainte- 
nance of his labourers, which ſhould plant Chriſt amongft 
vs,and ipgraft vs in him,vnto his inheritance; how many 
couetous men doe caſt their greedy eyes, and pur to their 
hands alſo, that firſt the Labourers might bee caſt our,and 
the inheritance may be theirs? What is this, but by con- 
ſequence to caſt out Chriſthumſelfe out of his owne Vine- 
yard,and as much as invs lieth,to kill Religion and Piery, 
to kill Chriſt himſelfe within our hearts? For it is riot the 
loſe onely of earthly liuing, and the dayly diminiſhing of 
the maintenance ofhis Labourers,which 1s ro bee lamen- 
ted (though when you muſſel! the mouth of the Oxe that 
treadeth out your corne, and detract from the ordinary 
allowance foo labouring beaſt, you ſhall find rhe want 
therofin their hartles trauell,and in your own empty har- 
ueſt) but the greateſt caufe of lamentation & complaint 
herein, is the corruption of the Miniftery of Chrift,whillt 
Patrones and ſuch as deale in the diſpoſing of Church: li- 
uings, doc ſhur vp all the ordinary wayes for the Labou- 
rersto enter into the Lords Vineyard, but onely by the 
dore of Simonie, by which, men of good conſcience will 
not enter, Thus is the Lords worke and tillage ofhis vine- 
yard ynfruitfully followed, whileft men of corrupreſt 
minds, andthe baſcſt of the people take vp the places. of 
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workemen,and ifany,not of the worler ſort, by their pri- 
uate neceſſities forced to yeeld to theſe vnnaturall couec- 
nants, they are withall forced to make ſhippewracke of a 
pros conſcience. Oh (my beloucd) if there be any de- 
ect in the body ofthe people, /zſwm- eſt Sacerdotinm((aith 
Chriſoſt.) ſurely there ts ſome maime or wound in Gods Mi- 
niftery, who are as the heart of the Church,to conuay with 
wholeſome do&trine the ſpirit of life and ſtrength, and 
health intothe whole body. If knowledge then, if piety, 
if religious zcale, and loue of the flocke faile in the princi.. 
pall parts,and their good diſpoſition be grrt's ya ill af- 
fected by ambitious and worldly loue, the defe& of theſe 
vitall parts' cannot but bylittle and little breede the con- 
ſunprion of piery in the whole body ; whereupon the in- 
ſtruments of life fayling, followeth ſeparation of life, and 
departure of the ſoule from the body, the ſeparation of 
Chriſtfrom his viſible Church , Oh let thy prieſts (there- 
fore) be clothedwithrighteouſneſſe(Oh God) thenſhall thy peo- 
ple reioyce and ſing. 

The Biſhoppe of Rome (if wee may bclicue the late wri- 
tings of his owne Agents here amongſt vs)hath for the be- 
= 4 of the Teſuites granted kiſpentadion to al his follow- 
ers in the land,to __ fale ofall the Benefices whereof 
they are Patrons, prouided that part of the price be paid to 
S. Peter. S., Peter todiſpence with the ſale of holy things? 
Saint Peter to receiue part of the price; who when hee had 
neyther gold nor kluer, *yet reiefted Simon Magus the 
founder of this mart with a curſe, 7 hy money periſh with thee? 
Bur though Smor Peter bee dead, and Simon Magus ſept 
into his room, yet his wiſdom ſhould haue difſembled for 
atime,& not ſo vnſeaſonably haue let the world ſeen what 
fiſh it is which he laieth for in our ſcas,nay in our churches, 
Why ſhould we longer maruel! at his care and diligence 
in fiſhing for men amongſt vs,ſ{ccing as the Apoſtle Peter 
found a pecce of twenty pence in the mouthof a fiſh:ſo this 


Peter will take many * ſuch peeces of money out ofthe 
mouth 
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mouth of thoſe fiſhes, which hee catcheth amongſt | | 
vs by his ſeruants hands, Bur let theſe Marchandi- | | 
fings bee caſt out of Chriſts Temple , and bee returned | 
againeto the place, of which it was long ſince written by | 
one of her Prophets ; Venalia Rome Templa,Sacerdotes, al- | 
taria,ſacra,C orone,1 ones thura,preces,calum venale denſq;: Ns | 
for vs,happy are they that can waſh their hands from this 
bloudy ſin,& can truly ſay that,which Pi/ate falfly affirmed | 
of himſelfe, 1 am innocent from this mans bloyd.For the price | 
of the Flocks of Chriſt, the price of the ſpirituall charges | 
of mens ſoules, what is it by conſequence bur the price of | 
this mans bloud, who are members of his body, and are 
dearer to him then his deareſt blood? Goods thus gotten 
cannot profite; They wilt not be accepted into the Lords | 
, \Treaſurie, though they ſhould be giuen tohim : for they 
f | are theprice of bloud, and whatſoeuer wee purchaſe wich | 
: them, will be to vs and our poſterity eM celdama,a field of 
- bloud; whileſt on the other fide wee corrupt the Church, | 
which ſhould ſanRifie all our corruptions,and wee breed | 
anibition in the root of piety, and couetouſnes muſt follow 
to gather P that which cl hath conſumed: & theſe 
ewo vices dockill in the Miniſters heart, both ſanctity and 
loue of his flock:thus do we withour own hands,goudge | 
the ſhip in which our ſelues arc ſayling,and lay waſte that 
| vineyard by which our ſelues doe liue, and vndermine the 
pillars of that Tower, whichis the fortreſſe of our land, 
and common refuge in time of diger,the place whereGod | 
bleſſeth his people,and feedeth them with the food of life, | 
the place where he receiueth vs to his mercy, inlighteneth 
vs with faith, ſanQtifieth vs with holines, frameth vs for c- | 
rernity,& fr6 thence receiueth vs vp to glory. Now where | 
there is found ſuch ſacrilegious oppreſſions; where there | 
| is ſolittle regarde of priuate iniuries and ſpoyling one of | 
another,that wee dare {ct vpon the eternall King himſelfe, | 
and offer violence to his patrimony; how can it bee auoy- 


ded, but that the other fruit ofthe degenerated Vineyard 
| I's ſhould _ 
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ſhould bee plentifull among vs, crying, T hane looked for 


righteous dealing as amongſt brethren, who ſhould rather 


ſuffer then offer wrong, and behold a crying? I haue heard a 


voyce,({aith Moſes) Exod. 32. whenhee deſcended from | 


the Mount, the noiſe neither of them that haue the victory, 
nor ofthem that haue the worſe; for the people had fate 
downe to cate,and were riſen vp to play, But where there 
is oppreſſion and wrong, there is a kind of warre, ſome 
haue the better,and ſome haue the worſe,and therefore a- 
mong{dthem there is alwayes heard the noiſc of them that 
hauc the worſe; the noiſe of Oppreſſion, the noiſe of 
complayning and of crying, A dangerous thing to hauc 
any crying heard in the family of God, & amongſt breth- 
ren; a fearcfull thing that the complaint of the oppreſſed 
ſhould come to his eare: One ſub Regno graniore regmum 
eſt, Every Court is ſubie&to a higher Court, That there 
ſhould be no wrongs it cannot bee prouided; but for re- 
dreſle, there is refuge to Gods officers and miniſters of 
Iuſtice vpon earth, and ifthey by rightcous iudgement do 
take away the cauſe of crying,God is ſatisfied : bur if the 
wronged party can find no eaſe in thoſe inferiour Courts, 
bur that in griefe of {oule hoe appealeth ro the ſupreme 
Court,when hee cryeth after the Indge of the world, as 
Daxid Palme 10. eAriſe,O Lord,/ift 1p thy arme,forget not 
the poore wherefore doe the wicked contemne and ſay , thou wilt 
not regard?the the righteous God, the refuge of the father- 
l-s,prouoked with thoſc often cn iudgement 
into his owne hands,and as Pſalme 12. Now for the op- 
Ppreſcing of the needy,and ſighes of the poore, Twillriſe vp, ſayth 
the Lord: for ſeemg Deut, 15. 9, hee chargeth vs not to har- 
den our hearts from giuing to our wanting brother left he cry vn- 
to the Lord,and it bee ſinne vnto vs ; How much more cer- 
rainely will hee performe that which he proteſteth, Exod. 
2 2..1f thou trouble or vex the widdow or fatherles,g ſo they call 
& cry wato me, 1 will ſurely heare their cry and my wrath ſhal be 
| kindled,and I will kill thee with the ſmard,thy wife ſball bes 4 _ 
ow 
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dow and thy children fatherleſſe. Oh (my beloued) as there is 
much yniuſtice in cuery eſtate,&cotrary to Pharaohs dream 
F the fat doe feed ypon the leanc,the ſtronger vpon the wea- 
1 ker,as the fiſhes doc in the ſea; folet no man preſume vp- 
| on the weakenes of the Plainetiffe,or vpon his own means 
to beare out his cauſe in the world; for though men ſhould 
be filent in their owne wrongs, the ſtones thall-cry, and 
the dumbe creatures ſhall make complaint; the detained 
hire of the labourer,though ir lie in our cheſt, yet it ſenderh 
vpacrie into the eares of the Lord of hoſtes, Iacob.5. The 
ſtone that lyeth in the wall of our owne buildings erieth, and the 
beame ont of the timber anſwereth,and denounceth, Woe to him. | 
that buildeth a Towne by bloud, and getteth a City by imiquity, ' 
Hab.2.11, Who would haue thought, that when eAbels f 
mouth was ſtopped by death,and his bloud {wallowed vp 
by the earth, that there had bin none to complain? but his 
bloud,fajith God,Gen.4., which the earth had ſwallowed, | 

cricth to mee out of the bowels thereof.,What a complay- 
ning noyſ{c then muſt the bloud of ſo many men as is dayly 
| hed inthis land, make in the'cares of the Lord of hoaſts, | 
crying now for vengeance againſtthem that will not re- 
uenge it,againſt them that helpe to ſmother it,and donor 
| remoue euill from {For 

Bur 1-will not dwel ypon theſe ſores of our land;we ſee 
the fruits which the choſen Church of {ſrael and [udah his 
pleaſant plant brought forth;wee ſee the fruits which our 
ynthankefull land,ſo bleſſed of the Lord,ſo inſtructed in 
the precepts of picty and rightcouſnefle, doth affoorde to 
himfor all bis mercics and loving kindnefles : 7 lookgd for 
grapes andbeholdwilde grapes, Here iuſt occafion is mini- | 
ſtred toinquire out ſome reaſon, why all theſe blefſings of 
God inplanting,watering and pruning his Church,ſhauld 1: 
not beof force to make it fruittul,but that notwithRadi 
al his husbandry,it ſhuld ſo degenerate, & bring forth the 
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| fruits not of the new, but of the'afd ſocke;I wil notytidet- | 
| take to fer down al the particular reaſss therof,but amogR | 
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many (no doubr)one, not the leaſt,1sthat firſt blefſing of 
lancing his Vineyardin a fruitfull ſoyle, his tempporall 
Leſſing, his peace, his plenty, his furniſhing of it with all 
outward neceſſaries, that it might bce in heart, and ftrong 
to bring forth goodly fruir. Ir may ſeeme ſtrange, thar 
theſe helpes ot piety ſhould prouc the bane therof:for whe 
firaw is not miniſtred to [ſraet, but that they are forced to 
wander ouer the land to ſeek ſtubble; what maruell if they 
eldnot their ful tale of brick&or if the neceſſities of this 


with her ſiſter intend to fitte at the foot of Chriſt, and by 
the waters of the Word which ſhould increaſe her fruite- 
fulneſle? | 

But though e Abraham lob, David, 8 all fairhfull men 
truly rooted and grounded 1n Chriſt, the more they are 
increaſed with thoſe outward bleſſings of wealth, of ho- 
nour, of authority, the more abundance of the ourward 
fruits of righteouſnefſe an} mercy they doe'yeeld : yer in 
men not truly regenerated and alteredinto the nature of 
the roote Chrift, of which ſort the greacer parte of our- 
ward profeſſors alwayes are, lamentable experience ſhew- 
eth, how that fatnes of the ſoyle, which im the fanCified 
branches of the Vine Chriſt,doth ncreafe good frurt,con- 
trariwiſe in theſe ynrecciued Chriſtians doth feed the cor- 
ruption of their olde nature,and doc helpe to the fruites 
thereof, This corrupted the puriry ofthe Church of //- 
rael,Deut.32.5. Hee that ſhould hane beene vpright, when hee 
waxed fat fpurned with his beele, And Jer.x. I fedde 
them frll yet they commited adultery,they aſſembled miner 
by companies bo bevtors houſes. Ts corrupted*he Church 


| trenPiety brought 
ftroyed her mother that brought her forth, | This corrup- 
wed the Church of Rowe, As ſoone a5 the Church was in- 
dued with riches (fanh F{/atina} the worſhippers of Gpd 
were turned from feucrity to wantotnes,andÞythe gene-. 
| zall 
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ife doc diſtract Martha vnto many things;how can ſhee | 


of Chriſtians, Religio 2 preg & filia denoranit ma- | 
h wealth, and this danghter de- | 
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lipuniy, no Prince reprefling the lewdnefſe of men, 
monſters yſurped Peters ſcat, 

Laftly,this hath been the bane of our church, our peace, 
our plenty,our reft,cuen the Lords ble{cings, like plenty 
of ſhowers, hath brought forth this harueſt of weedes and 
brambles, which haue choaked true deuorion; abundance 
hath increaſed luxuric, and miniſtred food to the pride of 
life;fulnefle of bread hath brought ferth wantonnes of the 
fleſh,and luſt of wrt in want and hunger do 
ordinarily wither;peace hath bread ſecurity,and called c- | 
uery man tothe building of his own houſe, Here beganne 
our gathering when wee conceiued hope of inioying, and 
the increaſe of our goods increaſeth our loue rowards the, 
and by ſtcaling our affection ſeparateth our hearts from 
the roote Chriſt, in whom wee ſhould grow, And thus 
when men ſhould haue ſaid in their hearts; Let vs feare the | 
Lord our God that giueth raine both carely and late, and 
reſerueth to vs the appointed time of harueſt;or when they 
ſhould fay with Dazid, Plal.1 16. Enter into God thy reft(O 

ſoule )for he hath brene beneficiall to thee, wee (ay with the 

utton,7 aks thy reft, O my ſowle, ſor tho haſt goods laid vp 
for many yeares, eate, drinke and be merry : Whereby as our 
Sauiour obie&erh to the Iewes, Math, 13.15. This peo- 
ples heart is waxen fatte, and their earesare dull of hea- 
—_— their cyes have they winked, left they ſhould ſee 
wittttheir eyes,and heare with their cares, and vnderſtand 
with their hearts, and be conuerted;;-and 1 ſhould healec 
them, So neceſſary is the prayer of Salomon for the Church 
of God alſo;Giue mee not abundance,leſt I be full and de- 
ny God, and fay,Whois the Lord? 

But to conclude thispoint, howſoeuer the corrupti- 
on of me doth turn this plenty of earthly bleſsings, to the 
nouriſhing of their carthly affections, ſeeing as Vines can- 
not bring forth fair & goodly fruit in a barren ſoile: ſo the 
fruits of the Church, & of ri men cannot be abun- 


_—_ without this food;ſcerng God inhis mercy al- 
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{o often taketh away this abundance, when his Churtts , 


roweth wanton, & by breaking the Raffe of bread;tryerh 
them with ſcarfity ſomtimes,& with afflictions: the Lords 


challen ge doth notwithſtanding ſtill continue firm:3yhat | 


comtd | hae done to my Vineyard which [ haue not done ? 

In this abundant allowance vnto our bodies, if any man 
thinke that the abundant prouiſion made for the foode of 
our ſoules alſo, this plenty of preaching and of inſtructions 
ſhould haue kept downe the pride of the body,and held y 
the ſpirit aboue the fleſh; & reformed the abuſes of wary 2 
& peace;I may adde euen this abundance of fpiritualfood, 
as one of the cauſes ofcofirming & hardning corrupt minds 
in their corruprtions: for in thote fat hearts which are either 
wanton or ſleepy, the continuall plenty ofthe word caufeth 
afulneſſc,aluſting after Quailes and nouelties, and a wea- 
rie loathing of that plaine bread of hfe which came from 
heauen : Our ſoules,ſaid theIewes ,are dried vp with this 
Manna, Euenas water and bread,and fire, becaufe they 
are things without which we cannot hue, God made them 
more comon then things of pleaſure,and yer becauſe they 
are ſo common, they are oflefleprice : ſo that word,with- 
out which there is no ſpirituall life, God in his mercy ma- 
keth it comon in'his church,that according to the prophe- 
fie, it may runne like waters irvthe midſt of the ſtreers;and 
this very commonnes of it breederh a contempt, ſothar as 
great noyſe and toude ſounds vnto which wee are continu- 
ally accuſtomed,doe not ſtrike the eare,but rather allureth 
fleepe,and as the hand which art the firſt is ſoft and tender , 
andgalled with handy labours,doth with vie waxe hard, 
and gathereth a ſenſeleſſe brawne : ſo'the eares of Tewes 
& Chriſtians, are by cuſtom not affeted with the continu- 
al voice of God,& their hearts, which at the firſt are tender, 
galled and pricked with euery hard ſentence of the word, 
by dayly vi. grow hard and vnſenfible;that whereas Nine- 
we —_— at the hearing of one fearefull- Sermon of the 


of 


Prophet /onas,1fraet was not {trucken at the yſnal thundey | 
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of fo many fearefull prophehies,neyther did the works & 
wonders of our {autor bring the to any ſenſe of themſelus, 
Which if they had bin done in T ire and Sidon, nay in Sodom and 
Gomorrah, would hane drawn thems to repentance m ſackcloth & 
aſhes: notwithſtanding , ſeeing this word preached , is 
the only tood, without which the ſoule pineth,and her life 
conf; umeth:ſecing by the ſtreams of this water,all faithfull 
men do grow as —_— whole countries )planted by the wa- 
ter fide, which bring forth their fruites 1n duc ſealon: there 
15noreaſon why the Lord ſhould ſcant his children of this 
bread of ftrength and life, becauſe ſome without gouerne- 
ment do abuſe it to excefſe, or thathis bounty ſhould nor 
bee magnified,in whoſe houſe the prodigall ſonne happily 
remembred,that euen the ſeruants haue bread inough, 
I come therfore to the laſt point of my Text,to the con- 
fideration of the judgement whichis duc to thoſe vngrate- 
full Vineyardes, ich notwithftanding the exceeding 
foreat means vſed for their good,doe obſtinately continue 
in bringing forth wilde fruites; for the Lord, the great 
Iudgerefcrreth this controuerſic between himſfclfe and vs, 
© our own c onſ{ciences, our own caſe to our owne iudge- 
ment*, OC inhabitants of Iudah, mage, I pray you, betweene 
mee and ny Vinezard,that is, ludge berweene your fclues & 
mee: tor thou oh God beginneth his iudgement at his own 
houle,yer he goeth to this iudgement with a heauy hart,as 
it were, and a {low pace, though vpon our continuall pro- 
vocations, he giucth out words of higheſt revenge, As E- 
ai .24. Ah,Lwill eaſe me of my adverſaries,and anenge mes of 
ine enemit3; and as Hoſe.1 1, The ſword ſhall fall upon their 
Cities,and conſume their barres, and I will meete them, as a 
Beare robbed of her whelpes,1 will breake the kall of their hearts, 
I will dentoure them lhe a Lion , their Infants ſhall bee daſhed im 


| ——_ their women with child ſhall bee ripped: yet when 


is to com to the execution of theſe fearetul ſentences, he 
Nayeth himfelfe, as in the 18, verſe of the ſame Chapter, 


How ſha] gine thee vp,E pony How ſhal I delmer thee 1ſ- 
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Yael? How ſhall I make thee as eAdamalthow ſhall I make thee 
4s Zeboim}? meine heart us turned within mee, repentings are 
rowled together, 1 will not execute the fiercenes y 4. wrath, will 
mot returne to deſtroy aim, for 1 am God and not man, Fc. 
which is the reaſon vvhy the Lord calleth man firſt to fit in 
iudgement vpon himſelfe, becauſe as Cor.r1. 13. If wee; 
would iudge our ſclues, wee ſhould not be iudged of they | 
iy » Tuage therefor (1 pray you)betweene mee and my Uine- 
ar | 
E But vniuft men thatare ſo corrupt and partiall in iud- | 
ging other mens cauſes, when will wee bee vpright and | 
vncorrupt in our owne cauſcs?when will a man condemne | 
himſelfe?when will hee fift his ſecret corners,and ſer his 
owne vvayes both ſeenc and hidden before his own eyes? 
when will he vpon exact examination, giue that iuſt doom 
and ſentence of death vpon his owne iniquities,and ypon 
his owne head, making true reſtitution what lyeth in fim 
of all his wrongs, and executing vengeance ypon al his vi- 
ces and corruptions, that there ſhall,bee no need of ,ap- 
peale from his own partiall judgement, to the iudgement 
ſeate of God, no need of the Lords after comming to pu-| 
nith thoſe finnes, which are acknowledged, condemned , 
remoued and reformed ? and now mercy ts _— for 
them, and ſupplications put vp to the throne of grace: for | 
to them,Eſai 1,Come now(ſayeth Ged)/et vs reaſon __ 
If thy frunes were as red as crimſon, 1 will make them as white as | 
ſnow , though they be double dyed as ſcarlet, 1 will makg them 
like wool. To them, that is ſpoken, Malachy 3.1 will pare 
you,as a father ſpareth his owne ſonne that ſeruerh him, 
Bur theſe finnes that haue been ſo _y/ rooted in vs, 
and by long familiarity and cuſtome,are become deare to 
vs, and whichlike that euill pirt,eAtt.16.16, doe bring 
gain & pleaſure to their maſters; there is little hope of our | 
willing conſents to root-the out, We come like thoſe Iews 
with minds reſolued in our courſes, whatſocuer the Pro- 
phers ſhall teach to the contrary : And therefore what 
FC | | 
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el | | remaineth,but that this Vineyard ſhould expect the Lords | 


el } | ſentence; Nowwill I rellyou(faith God)Ver, 5, what 1 will | 
f Ao? A feareful thing to fal into the hands of the living God. 
. | A ſentence ot depriuation of his graces:A ſentence of 

n finall deſslation, onely by remouing his mercies and bleſ-| 


ſings by which onely it Rtandeth, by remouing his owne | 
& |} | ſauingpreſence fromit,1.the hedge ofhis defence ſhall be | 


"1 taken away,and then he ſhall not need to hiſſe to the nati- | 
ons to come againſt her,ſhe hath greedy enemies at home 

A thar lie in waitforthe prey. | 

d | Secondly, Hee will not maintaine the wall or preppes | 


e: | which vpholde her, How can it then but fall downe | 
Ss] } | tothe ground, and beetrampled onby the feer of cucry. 
? | | wildebeaſt? 
- Thirdly,He wil net beſtow drefling and pruning of her 
by diſcipline and chaſticements : how can ſhee then bur 
n' } | grow wilde? Shee ſhall not be digged and weeded;then 
= | [| willthornesaud corruptiens ouergrow her, And yet by 
" | all theſe puniſhments the wrath of the Lord is not appea- 
! | fed: forthereremaineth one, which taketh avvay all fu- 
EF 1 ture hopes and pofsible mcanes of any one branch to con- 
tinue and live 1n the middeſt of theſe former deſolations : 
Hee will commaund the cloudes, that they raine no raine 
vypon her: How then can the drie and barren earth bring 
forth any good? 

I cannot, I need not proſecute the particulars of this | 
ſentence : wee all know how exa&tly and ſcuerely it is | 
long fince executed vpon the Vineyard of Iſrael,and not 
a word of the Lord is fallen to the ground : that Garden | 
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6 and Paradiſc'of the earth, that delighrfull habitation of 
- the mighty God of Ifracl,wherein the light of life ſhined, 
B when all the earth beſides was darkeneſſe, lyeth now as 
oy waſte,as the wildernefſe of Horeb; and where the voice 
Us of the Bridegroome yvas heard, and of himthat did leade | 
” + { che dance vvith Tabrets and Harpes;vyhere the people of 
> | | God wyned togetherin the ioytfull ſongs of Sio» z there 
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now Zims and Satyrcs dance, the Oftrich & the Shrich- 
owle doe dwell there,and the inhabitants themſclues be- 
ing calt out of their Cities and Vineyards, and ſcattered 
ouer the whole carth amongſt them that hate them, doe 
live vvithout G O D, vvithout a Sauiour and ProteQor, 
vvithout a ſacrifice, yvithout hope and comfort, a for- 
| lorne Nation,& according to the Prophelies, the reproch 
and hiſsing and ſcorne of all people, a perpetuall exempla- 

monument in the middeſt of Chriſtians and Nations of 
all rongues, of the Lords iuſtice ypon his owne vnthank- 
full Church and family. 

Concerning novv our ſclues,yvho haue ſucceeded the 
levves in Gods inheritance, and are made a parte of his 
Vineyard, vyhat can yvee alledge for our ſelues, why the 
ſame ſentence ſhould not paſle vpon v$?If vve compare 
Gods mercies towards vs, vycc goe beyond the Ievycs, 
as farrc as the light of Chriſt and his Apoſtles doth ex- 
ceede the light of Moſes and his Prophets, and the ſonne 
of righteouſnes doth goe beyond the Starres of the night, 
the grace of the Goſpel beyond the comandements of the 
law.If vve compare our fruits of thankefulneſſe, what 
one complaint doe the Prophets make of the Tevves co- 
uctouſneſſe , yniuſtice, oppreſsion , vvantonneſſe and 
pride, vyhich is not, by altering the names, as-itvyere, 
ſpoken to our land, beſides the finnes of facrilege,of glut 
tony proper to vs? 

VVherfore ſeeing where the Lord had jiuſter cauſe to 
expect ſuch na IER, of grapes, hee is prouoked yvith 
a continual Vintage of theſe vyild grapes, I wilnot dare 
ro pronounce the LORDS ſentence, that thus and thus 
vwill hee doe vnto his Vineyard. 

Yet ſeeing G OD referreth it to our judgements , 
tro pronounce vyhat it hath deſerued;I may vyyith the ſe- 
cret aſſent of your ovvne conſciences affirme, that, in 
that hee hath not yet executed thatſenrence ypon vs, 
= hath not dealt vvith vs after our fins,neyther _ 
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ded ys according to our iniquities: for the hedge of 
Iewrie is broken | on and the wilde Bore hath de- 
ſroyed that Vine. - The Beaſts of the field haue deuou- 
red it vp. Butthe LORD hath kept our hedges, and 
the Bore hath not deuoured, the wild beaſtes haue 
not broken in vponvs, The LORDS finall Seſsions 
are approching;and who knoweth whether by his exem- 
plarie iuſtice, hee being ſufficiently knowne to the 
world?Theſe publike & corporal 'executions of his wrath 
vpon finnefall Nations , bee not referred vnto that day, 
This is our chiefeſt cauſe of feare , leſt a ſpirituall curſe 
proceede out of his mouth againſt vs, like that of our 
Sauiour»Chriſt vpon the barren figge-tree; leſt he neg- 

let to prune and drefſethis his Vineyard; leſt hee neg- 

lect ro weede out our thornes, and ſuffer the brambles 
to choke that little good that is found amongſt vs; leſt 

to our finall deſolation and fpirituall vaſtity, hee com- 

maund the cloudes not to raine their raine vpon vs leſt 

hee make the Heauen ouer ourheades to bee as braſſe : 

for then the carth ſhall bee as'yron, or as dric and 

fruitleſſe duſt, 


What fruite can earth yeeld, when it is forſaken of 
heauenly grace? 

Oh ſticre vp therefore the graces of GOD which 
are in you, and apply them vnto fruitfulneſſe; that yee 
may yet take,and lade the Altar of the LORDS wine- 
1 e with the facrifice of your fruites, Say in your 

earts, asthe Vine, Iudg. 9. Should 1 leaxe "my Wine , 
whereby ] cheare both God and man, and goe to aduance 
my ſelfe aboue other trees? That as, Eſai 65. When there 


not for there is 4 bleſcing in it: So our Lord viſiting 

this Vineyard, may haue cauſe to ſay, There are clu- 

#: and ableſſmg be vpon it, 

Thus, and thus onely may wee continue Chriſt the 
H 


6 wine fomnd in the clſtr, one dth ſp, Deltro i | 


fters found in the UVme Aeſtroy it not, for there is a bleſſmg in | 
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Vine vyrto our land, & our ſelues a Vineyard yh 
to Chriſt; A Seate of perpetuity for the 
Lords mercies, and inheritance of 
life to our Children and 
Poſterity, 


Amen, 


FINIS. 
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